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A PARTIAL LIST OF ‘FAIR SHARE’* CAPITAL FUND 
CAMPAIGNS DIRECTED BY THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES SINCE FEBRUARY, 1959 


ARIZONA Goal Obtained 
Casa Grande St. Anthony’s $125,000 $183,000 
(New Church) 
KANSAS 
Junction City St. Xavier 250,000 270,000 
(New School) 
Topeka St. Matthew’s 125,000 150,000 
(Parish Building Fund) 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Holbrook St. Joseph’s 300,000 325,000 
(New School) 
MISSOURI 
Kansas City St. Catherine’s 175,000 271,690 
(Debt liquidation and new 
convent-24 months) 
Kansas City Christ the King 225,000 312,690 
(Debt liquidation- 
24 months 
Kansas City St. Elizabeth’s 375,000 435,100 
(New Church-24 months) 
Kansas City Visitation 375,000 502,000 
(New School-24 months) 
NEBRASKA 
Fremont St. Patrick’s 225,000 304,873 
(New School) 
Omaha Christ the King 300,000 488,014 
(New Church) 
Omaha Holy Ghost 150,000 185,000 
(New Rectory, New Con- 
vent, Debt Liquidation) 
NEW YORK 
Massena Sacred Heart 350,000 480,000 
(New High School and 
Grade School Addition 
Massena St. Mary’s 200,000 240,000 
(New High School and 
Grade School Addition 
Plattsburgh St. John’s (Debt Liquidation) 350,000 369,000 
OHIO 
Dayton City Parishes of Greater 3,000,000 4,971,000 
Dayton 
(New High Schools-30 
months) 
Lancaster St. Mary’s (New School) 500,000 725,000 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Johnstown St. Anthony’s 175,000 208,207 
(New School and Convent) 
TEXAS 
Laredo Blessed Sacrament 100,000 113,500 
(New School) 
Laredo St. Peter’s 75,000 79,000 





(New Rectory and Debt Liquidation) 
CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN ‘FAIR SHARE’ 
Ze 










AND ASSOCIATES 


314 East 51st Street 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 


Tefephone: PLaza 3-4155 





AND ASSOCIATES 
. - Regier 
*Trademark Registered — Canada mate 


*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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Faceted Jeweled Glass Wall 


Moreau Seminary, Notre Dame, Ind. 


Belli & Belli Architects Rev. Anthony Lauck, C.S.C., Designer 


@ Stained Glass 
@ Mosaics 
@ Decorating 


@ Carvings and Fitments 


CONRAD SCHMITT STUDIOS, INC. 
BERNARD O. GRUENKE 


1325 So. 43rd St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
EVergreen 3-2200 
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Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 
Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 
chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 
are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 
days if you are not satisfied. 

Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 65% Dacron — 35% Visco- 
Crease resistant, light weight, Acetate Material 
durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, 
fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 








dye. Guaranteed fast dye. 
Roman or Sony or 
Semi-Jesuit emi-Jesuit 
Style Cassock .. $25.00 Style Cassock . $32. 50 
Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock Sash for Semi- Jesuit Cassock 
is additional. is additional. 


No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ea. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea. 


16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 
(either material.) 
When ordering please specify style and number desired. 










































Back Chest Collar Sleeve 
No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5640 56 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5644 56 in. 44 in. 16) in. 2 in. 
i 38 in. 15 in. 32) in. 
40 in. 15) in. 321) in. 
42 in. 16 in. 32) in. 
44 in 16\4 in 324 in 
46 in 174 in 32 in 
38 in 15 in. 33) in 
40 in 15\4 in 33 in 
42 in 16 in. 331 in 
44 in 1642 in 33V4 in 
= — WY _ 33 ¥2 in. No. 4B Roman Style No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style 
22 sn. 1614 i 34 in. Ready Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 
+ 2 ia. in. $25.00 — $32.50 $25.00 — $32.50 








Aléar Boys (OMPLETE OUTFITS 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 

Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 
(A) No. B11. Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and 


collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. 

Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 

Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11,Ec. No.Bi2,Ea. Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $7.75 i Sees $8.25 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42in. nw 8.25 Sx 8.25 8.75 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44in. —S 8.75 <3 8.75 9.25 20 in. 
11 Yrs. 46in. SZ 9.00 2Z 9.00 9.50 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48in. £8 9.50 sO 9.50 10.00 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50in. 32 10.50 EF 10.50 11.00 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52in. GS 10.75 32 10.75 11.25 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54in. 57 11.25 BS 11.25 11.75 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56in. 68 11.75 Gg 11.75 12.25 24 in. 
17 Yrs. 58in. Bae 12.25 ~oo 12.25 12.75 24 in. 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 13.00 SS 13.00 13.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 13.75 "© 13.75 14.25 26 in. 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 





(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing 
Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. Length 
oe rr so Gataee keene moma $4.50 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without lace. 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each . . $3.50 
a (E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. Light weight 
cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra ~— 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ... .$3.2 

#\ No. B61. Same as No. B60 but with lace. Made 
extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ....$4.25 
(F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. San- 
forized. Rubrical banding in all church colors, 
made extra full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $5.75 
Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 


Chua HANSEN | B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. . Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 























































(A) The simplicity of the lines of 
Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 
sock is highly recommended. 

(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 
has a convenient buttonless front, 
Roman form fitting back. 

(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 
distinctive than an overcoat when 
worn over a cassock. Tailored in 
either Gabardine or Kersey with 
velvet collar or collar of same ma- 
terial. Made with or without arm- 
slits. 


(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 

the Pulpit and at commencement 

exercises, banquets and receptions. 

Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 

erend Monsignori, black for Very 

Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 
eee 

No. A969 

All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 

weight. For year round wear. 

No. A990 

All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium 

weight. Wrinkle resistant. 

No. A955 

Tropical all 

material. 

No. A938 


wool lightweight 
Ideal for warm weather. 


Americas Finest \ASSOUKS 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $79.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
mestic Prelates. 


(F) The House Cassock has Cape 
attached and additional half sleeves. 
Trimmed with red or purple piping 
and buttons according to rank of 
Prelate. 


(G) The Choir Cassock without 
train is worn by Bishops and Mon- 
signori. Illustrated with Mozetta 
and Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 


(H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya 
Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape 
and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available 
in Ermine or Coney. 

eeee 
No. A956 
Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light 
weight. Dressy and durable. 
No. A951 
Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal 
for summer and travel. 
No. A911 
All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth 
from France. Light weight. 


No. A987 


. 
\lear All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth 
and weight. Long wearing. from Belgium. Light weight. 

No. A558 No. A946 
-. All-Wool French Surah cloth. Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta 









Lightweight. Wrinkle resistant. 


No. A758 
All-Wool Imported Gabardine 
from Switzerland. Lightweight. 


Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. 






WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $79.50 








D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


VE HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 








Imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
including side drops, and finished width including front 





drop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
inch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 


width 32 inches including front drop. 


(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, eyelet 
Cross design, per yard....... $4.00 
(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard............ $4.50 
(C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard............ $ 6.00 
(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, IHS de- 
Oe 2 eee $4.75 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
DT schanbadtnnnnewee $3.75 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
~ hemstitched without lace, per 
DL shtehthtbaKensane ess $3.25 
No. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, without lace or hemstitching, 
NE os ar age are cane $3.00 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on back. 
(F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight 
linen top. Fine — lace, embroid- 


ered with IHS design ...... $21.75 
No. F601 Surplice to ee Alb. 
Bes SOE aE bape meee $24.50 


(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. 
dei tia bt ip ts rks cd's ah $19.25 
No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at 
I a iw oigta nine wats $16.75 
No. F503 Lace Surplice to match Alb. 
PARR ex AS ae ae $13.25 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 
I i Siw 6b $16.75 
No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 

$13.75 


(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross, IHS and Grape design 
PE wccncesee ws neee 34.50 


No. 501 Alb. Plain _ weight 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 
Surplice to match.......... 


Jie Kose o HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST.. CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone 


(I) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered 
banding. Guaranteed fast colors — 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 


cosgebenestsangbercdeoeed $21.00 


MER OL ANAS, $16.50 


(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 


for traveling purposes...... $14.00 
No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
ling sheer celanese ......... $8.25 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 


Pe scesssedeceen $31.50 
No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 
Light weight linen top ..... $25.50 
(L) Fi F2* 


Each Per Dz. Each Per Dz. 


Amice...... $1. 6s $17.95 $1.70 $18.55] 


Corporal . . 6.00 65 6.60 
Purificator. . . = 6.60 -70 7.20 
a .65 6.60 -70 7.20 
Finger Towel .50 4.80 -55 5.40 
Stole Collar... .35 3.60 .40 4.20 


Fi Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 
PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 
No. FO* Light weight, yd. ..... .$1.19 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 1.47 


No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. ..... 1.69 

No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 1.59 

* For light weight Albs and Surplices 

** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 
Albs and Surplices. 
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Needlecraft VESTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


A combination of skilled handwork with materials of unusual beauty 
explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are recognized as the Stand- 
ard of Excellence. These American made vestments vie in artistic achieve- 
ment with importations and are attractively priced. Inquiries regarding 
your vestment requirements are invited. 


(A) No. Y6655. Angel Wing design 
Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross design banding. Embroid- 
ered IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined __ Lined 


Roman Chasuble ..... $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Cope ........ 52.50 63.60 
Roman Dalmatics .... 83.50 94.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 22.75 27.50 
Preaching Stole ..... LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 54.75 6250 8 
Gothic Cope ........ 57.50 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics .... 96.00 108.00 


(B) No. ¥6305. Crucifixion design Cela- 
nese material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross and Wheat design band- 
ing. IHS or AXPO emblem. 





Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble. . $47.50 $53.00 Gothic Chasuble .. . $64.00 $73.50 
Roman Cope ..... 65.00 76.75 Gothic Cope ...... 69.00 78.75 


Roman Dalmatics . 99.75 114.50 Gothic Dalmatics . . 116.00 129.75 
Benediction Veil .. 25.50 31.00 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 11.00 


(C) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Chalice design banding. IHS or AXPO emblem. 





Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 

Roman Chasuble. . $49.75 $54.50 Gothic Chasuble .. . $64.75 $75.25 

Roman Cope ..... 65.25 76.25 Gothic Cope ...... 68.50 78.75 

Roman Dalmatics . 111.00 124.00 Gothic Dalmatics . . 123.00 134.75 

| Benediction Veil .. 27.00 32.25 Preaching Stole..LINED ONLY 12.25 





READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL SUITS 


No. 5A700 All Wool Tropical, medium weight, excellent wearing quality, ready to 


wear tailored black Clerical Suits. (Coat and Trousers) ...............0+: $52.50 
Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical Suits: 
WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 


BACK LENGTH OF YOUR INSEAM LENGTH OF TROUSERS 
PRESENT SUIT COAT 


Available in seventeen sizes which assures a good fitting suit for the average man. 
We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Suits. If the Suit is not satis- 
factory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 

READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL TOPCOATS 
No. 5A701 Topcoats are made of a good quality all wool black medium weight, rich 


appearing, Gabardine with zip-out all wool lining....................+.-- $75.00 
Available in all regular sizes. Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical 
Topcoats: WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 


We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Topcoats. If for any reason 

the Topcoat is not satisfactory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 
No. 5A700 HAND TAILORED BLACK CLERICAL SUITS AND TOPCOATS 

For years we have been headquarters for custom made, hand tailored black Clerical Suits, Topcoats and 

Overcoats, to individual measurements. We use only the finest quality, all wool fabrics. A complete set 

of samples and easy self-measurement form will be sent upon request. 


seta, HANSEN | D: B. HANSEN & SONS 





23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 
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More Disturbing “Guidance” 


EDITOR: 

Father Noonan’s article, ‘“Disturb- 
ance through ‘Guidance,’” is excellent, 
although I believe he tends to under- 
state his case. Some of the questions 
asked students in the classroom are 
much worse than those he mentions. 

Last August, in an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to have the “testing, guiding and 
counseling” provision eliminated from 
the National Education Defense Act, 
Senator Barry Goldwater read some of 
the tests to the Senate. The Science 
Research Associates Junior Inventory 
Form A contained the following: “I 
wish we had more money.” “I wish I 
didn’t have a brother.” “My daddy is 
too bossy.” “I don’t like babies.” “I 
have too much work to do at home.” 
“T don’t like my home.” “I don’t like 
my clothes.” The test contains 223 of 
these choice suggestions, presumably 
welfare of our 





directed toward the 
school children. 
Another test, the Science Research 
Associates Youth Inventory, offers 
these: “I have thought of suicide.” “TI 
don’t feel I belong in the family.” “I 
wish my father had a higher-level job.” 
“T am losing faith in religion.” “Is it 
wrong to deny the existence of God?” 
In the Mooney Problem Check: 
“Should high school students pet and 
love?” “My parents are too 
“T am sometimes ashamed of 


make 
strict.” 
my family.” 

All these questions are calculated to 
do an excellent job of attaining Dr. 
Frank’s objective, quoted in Father 


982 


Noonan’s article; i.e., “protecting,” or 
immunizing the child against parental 
authority. And when respect for pa- 
rental authority goes, so does respect 
for other authority. Atheistie psychol- 
ogists explain that the ‘“God-image”’ is 
an extension of the “father-image.” As 
Dr. Frank has put it, man has persist- 
ently viewed himself as at the merey 
of something more powerful than he is, 
to which he must submit—“be it an all- 
powerful deity or sovereign, an auto- 
cratic father, or some other authoritar- 
ian symbol or person or cosmic force.” 
And man must be “freed” from such 
traditions. 

Despite the wrongness of these psy- 
chologists in the theological field, they 
are quite clever when it comes to men- 
tal conditioning. The first step in de- 
stroying respect for the Commandments 
of God (which Dr. Chisholm, head of 
the World Federation for Mental 
Health, says have no practical value) 
is destroying respect for the opinions of 
parents. 

Dr. Frank, incidentally, is also quite 
prominent in the Mental Health move- 
ment. He writes pamphlets for the Na- 
tional Mental Health Assn., and books 
for the edification of parents, teachers, 
and young people. In one of his earlier 
books, Society and the Patient, Dr. 
Frank stated that the “necessary cul- 
tural disintegration has been accom- 
plished,” and we are faced with the task 
of constructing “a new culture, with 
new goals, new beliefs, new patterns 
and sanctions.”” There is need for “crit- 
ical scrutiny” of our beliefs, and of our 


* 











there is only one ‘show me’”’ state 





under the sun 


we were invited to accept the motto’s 


challenge in school campaigns for: 


St. Mary’s, Carrollton, Mo. (our goal $38,000, raised $96,000) 
St. Mary’s, Independence, Mo. (our goal $110,000, raised $199,000) 


no other firm has our experience in catholic school campaigns. 


if you would wish us to *“‘show”’ you, write or call us, collect. 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES. ... 


Home Office: 
53 North Park Avenue 
Rockville Centre, New York 
Rockville Centre 6-8000 


Branches: 
3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Avenue 101 Jones Building 
St. Louis 3, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle 1, Washington 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-3691 
430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 Granville Street 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, California Vancouver, B.C 
Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759° Mutual 4-2618 
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Grinnell Sprinklers 
could have saved this 


NEEDLESS 
DESTRUCTION 


There are an average of 10 church fires every 
day, resulting in millions of dollars in church 
property damage annually. 

The fiery fate of these holy sanctuaries is all 
the more tragic since protection against 
church fires can be had with Grinnell Auto- 
matic Sprinklers. 

Statistics dating back to 1897 show a perfect 
record for sprinkler performance in churches. 
Of fires that have occurred in sprinklered 
churches, 84.6% were immediately extin- 
guished without aid. In the remaining 15.4% 
of these fires, sprinklers kept flames from 
spreading until the fire department arrived. 
Grinnell Automatic Systems are engineered 
and shop-fabricated, whenever possible, for 
quick, expert installation — with little or no 
inconvenience to church goers. Grinnell 
Sprinklers make possible big insurance 
savings, too — help pay installation costs. 
There is a difference in sprinkler performance 
and service. Write Grinnell Company, Inc., 
277 West Exchange St., Providence 1, R. I. 


GRINNELL 


Automatic Sprinkler 


FIRE PROTECTION 
SINCE 1878 
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ethical and moral teachings, wrote Dr. 
Frank, and exposition of how they 
threaten “integrated personality devel- 
opment.” The proving of our virtue 
for eternity, he asserted, is losing its 
coercive appeal—but theological schools 
are the most “resistant” to the new in- 
sights. 

The problem should be approached, 
asserted Dr. Frank, on a “community 
and epidemiological basis.” Appar- 
ently the present approach is even bet- 
ter than he hoped for, since it is now 
to be conducted on a national basis. 

At the end of the school term this 
past May, ninth-graders in the public 
schools of Houston, Texas, were given 
a series of tests. (The school board 
was not consulted. The tests were ap- 
parently sanctioned by a community 
agency, and financed by the Hogg 
Foundation. When presented to super- 
intendents in Houston and outlying dis- 
tricts, they were rejected by most of 
the latter.) Parents were amazed to 
learn that their children were being 
asked to indicate the extent of their 
agreement with statements like these: 
“Most teachers are too rigid and nar- 
row minded.” “I feel that I have been 
punished when I didn’t deserve it.” 
“Everyone in my family seems to be 
against me.” Moreover, they were 
asked to record the most detailed infor- 
mation about themselves and _ their 
families, ranging over financial status, 
living arrangements, occupations, ill- 
nesses, extent of education, racial back- 
ground, and other things too numerous 
to mention. The “information” blank 
took pains to point out to the children 
that perhaps some of them were living 
with foster parents or step-parents, who 
were not their “real” parents—and then 
proceeded to question them concerning 
their “real” parents, as well as those 
with whom they lived. (It seems 
hardly necessary to call attention to 


s 





ee 





ONE OF THE MANY RENOVATIONS we completed in 1955 is this marble and 
gilded wood Baldachino. With marble Communion Rail, Pulpit and Wain- 
scoting throughout the Santuary, it was designed and executed by Doig- 
Bernardini artists and craftsmen for the 23-year old Holy Trinity Church, Passaic, 


N. J. under the direction of the Pastor, Rev. Henry M. Veith. 


OUR STAFF IS AT YOUR 


Bernardini Studios DISPOSAL WITHOUT 


OBLIGATION. FOR 


William Doig 6S eS 


Plewe note our new Addie! 230 WEST 13th STREET 
; NEW YORK 11,N.Y. 


ORegon 5-2244 
PIETRASANTA, ITALY 
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the effect that this might have in cer- 
tain cases.) 

The parents’ protests resulted in a 
school-board investigation, and the test 
papers were ordered to be destroyed. 
(Their advocates termed this “book- 
burning.”) According to reports, how- 
ever, this was only a trial run, and the 
tests are intended for nation-wide use. 
So other cities may look forward to 
them. It seems quite certain that they 
will be pressed upon Catholic as well as 
publie schools. 

This brings me to another point: 
Father Noonan perhaps fails to realize 
the extent to which the “testing and 
guiding” procedures have penetrated 
into Catholic institutions. The major- 
ity of priests are not aware of this; and 
some pastors have been amazed to find 
that the children in their parish schools 
or other institutions were using text- 
books that assured them it was normal 
for them to be ashamed of their parents, 
and that as they grew older they would 
develop “new ideas” that would super- 
sede the old ones they had been taught. 
How can this happen? Our teachers 
attend secular institutions in many 
vases and, in education and psychology 
classes, they are taught these “mental 
health” techniques are indispensable 
for the welfare of the children. Not 
only that, but the same practices have 
been brought into Catholic teacher- 
training institutions, where they are 
passed on to more prospective teachers. 
Also, the methods have been incor- 
porated into textbooks—and these text- 
books have been adopted by Catholic 
schools. A good example is the En- 
joying English series, competently ana- 
lyzed in The Catholic Educator (April, 
1958) which, at least as of that date, 
kept students constantly analyzing and 
criticizing themselves, their associates, 
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and their parents and superiors, or dis- 
cussing “problems” and resentments. 

The argument used to defend “pro- 
gressive” methods in Catholic circles 
goes like this: “If the secular educa- 
tors have a new tool, why shouldn’t we 
use it?” This is quite all right when the 
tool is mechanical, and if the result it 
produces is what we want. But when 
the “tool” is the realm of ideas, it may 
well be dangerous. It is clear that our 
educators do not know, in many in- 
stances, the result that these methods 
are intended to produce. The human- 
istic psychologists who invent them 
know, of course. With the prudence 
that is characteristic of the children of 
the world—which is so much greater 
than that of the children of the light— 
they have mapped out the way they 
want children to go; and many of our 
teachers are blindly following. 

We hear a great deal about the de- 
cline in vocations. Parents are being 
blamed almost exclusively for this de- 
cline. A serious review of the educa- 
tional picture would reveal that many 
children are being educated away from 
their parents—and away from obedi- 
ence, humility, and self-sacrifice. Only 
the most durable vocations can survive 
the subtle (or sometimes not so subtle) 
indoctrination in worldliness that is 
sum and substance of the “mental 
health” technique. Much of what the 
child is taught in religion class may be 
neutralized by encouraging him in in- 
trospection, suggesting that he find 
fault with parents and superiors, and 
over-emphasizing the importance of his 
“social needs” or of “popularity.” 

Since it is true, however sad, that 
many of our teachers have been sold 
on the “testing and guiding” techniques, 
it will be very difficult indeed to per- 
suade them that they have been de- 
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ceived. Taking a sociometric test* or 
a “personality inventory” out of the 
hot little hand of a teacher who has 
been thoroughly convinced that it is es- 
sential to modern education will be like 
taking the cookie away from the little 
child who is determined to eat it—even 
though you know that that pretty, 
white frosting is poison. 
But somebody will have to do it! 


E. Myers 
Houston, Texas 





* Data on the background and objectives of 
“sociometric testing” may be found in the Six- 
teenth Report of the California Investigating 
Committee on Education, which is obtainable 
(at no charge) from Mr. Joseph Beek, Secre- 
tary, California Senate, Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia. 


Ovulation-Period Problem 


EpITor: 

One problem in the confessional 
which, I feel, is often misunderstood or 
overlooked is the problem of those who 
are using the rhythm system and also 
occasionally practicing mechanical birth 
prevention. The husband and wife who 
face this temptation and fail can be 
helped only by those who understand 
the temptation. 

In a woman’s menstrual cycle there is 
but a short time in which she can be 
impregnated: the time necessary for the 
ovum to leave the ovary, go down the 
fallopian tube and, along with the 
placenta, imbed itself on the walls of the 


womb. If in this journey the ovum has 
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not come into contact with the male 
sperm, it will but go its way in the men- 
strual flow some two weeks later. 

Since nature seeks to achieve concep- 
tion during this limited time, it seems to 
increase a woman’s desire for loving 
embrace and, ultimately, intercourse 
during this period of fertility. Women 
are more receptive and often more apt to 
seek displays of affection at this time 
than at any other time of their cycle. 

Those who practice the rhythm 
method know that this time of ovula- 
tion is the time of fertility when inter- 
course is to be avoided if pregnancy is to 
be avoided. The difficulty of establish- 
ing the exact time of ovulation, plus the 
life span of the sperm, necessitates a 
period of several days being set aside 
around the calculated time of ovulation. 

The problem now becomes apparent. 
Those practicing the rhythm must avoid 
intercourse on the days surrounding 
ovulation. These same days are, ac- 
cording to the doctors whom I have 
consulted, those during which women 
are most inclined by nature to seek 
affectionate attention from their hus- 
bands. The result: temptation to prac- 
tice some sort of onanism when this 
affectionate attention moves toward its 
natural conclusion. 

During the period of ovulation it fre- 
quently happens that the wife will seek 
some affectionate tenderness from her 
husband, even though both she and he 
have determined that there will be no 
intercourse within the fertile period. 
The wife is seeking something which is 
extremely difficult for the man to de- 
liver: loving attention short of inter- 
course. The passions of man are im- 
pulsive, they seek to reach a conclusion 
which, in sexual matters, is the climax. 
Man finds it extremely difficult to begin 
and then stop short, the very thing 
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which a loving wife may want and ex- 
pect him to do. 

This problem should, I feel, be faced 
by the confessor in the advice he gives 
to his penitents. Often it is not. When 
people, especially young people, confess 
one or two sins of birth control during a 
month’s time, there is indication that 
this precise problem does exist. The 
penitent (either the man or the woman) 
ean be asked: “What’s the problem? 
Are you practicing rhythm, and then 
falling into these sins during the time of 
fertility when you should be abstaining 
from intercourse?” Frequently both of 
these questions will receive an affirma- 
tive answer. 

Now that the problem is squarely be- 
fore him, the confessor can help his 
penitents considerably by giving them 
advice pointed directly at the actual 
temptation to which they have been 
yielding. These people are actuated by 
good will—the fact that they follow the 
rhythm and not contraceptive birth con- 
trol is evidence of that. They need ad- 
vice on how they may best overcome 
this ovulation-period temptation. 

The wife, I feel, may be advised in 
this way: 

“T understand your problem, better 
perhaps than you think. You do not 
want to commit sins of birth control. 
What happens is that you feel the desire 
for some loving attention, but you want 
Then 
you find that your husband doesn’t want 
Right? 
you are asking your husband to do what 


it to stop short of intercourse. 


to stop. The trouble is that 
few men are capable of doing, to excite 
his passions and then order them to 
subside without fulfillment. Women 
‘an do this, but your husband is a man! 
When you are not going to have the 
marriage act, don’t start things. You 
are running a serious risk of ,leading 
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yourself and your husband into sin, the 
very sin which by the rhythm you have 
been seeking to avoid.” 

To the husband a confessor might 
say: “What you need to do, son, is to 
explain to your wife a few facts of life 
about a man’s passions, how they can 
be controlled all right until they are 
excited, but how difficult is control after 
excitement has taken place. Tell her 
that when you two are not going to per- 
form the marriage act, you must not 
begin the preliminaries. You must, 
during the fertile time of abstaining, 
treat each other as you did before you 
were married, carefully protecting each 
other from the excitement of passion. 
You have the same reason now, son, 
that you had then: the avoidance of 
mortal sin.” 

The obstetrician with whom I dis- 
cussed this matter made this rather in- 
teresting point. Man wants what he 


cannot have. If his wife seems par- 
ticularly loving, then at the last moment 
tells him that things will have to “stop 
short,” she has brought into play man’s 
craving for the unobtainable. One help- 
ful procedure would be to have a large 
calendar in the closet of the bedroom on 
which would clearly be marked the “‘for- 
bidden days,” reminding each partner 
of the hands-off agreement which they 
have made. 

This particular problem exists in a 
very real way. I feel that the con- 
fessor can, by an understanding evalua- 
tion of the temptation to which so many 
of his people are yielding, help them to 
avoid future sins. No small accom- 
plishment that! 

JOHN Doran 
Pastor 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
4510 N. 24th Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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The name of Monsignor Charles Hugo Doyle is 
very well known to priests of the English-speaking 
Of his many volumes, he is best known, per- 
haps, for Cana Is Forever, Blame No One But Your- 
self, In Pursuit of Perfection and Reflections on the 


Monsignor Doyle’s forthcoming article is an inci- 
sive and lucid commentary. 
Oddity in Terms.” 


It is neatly entitled: 
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CAMPAIGNS PAY OFF! 





Three years ago CCS conducted a campaign in a New Jersey parish* 
to increase ordinary income. Weekly income prior to the campaign 
averaged $460 per week. 


Here is the Sunday income in the parish for four consecutive Sundays 
three years later: 


4/27/59 — $1587.35 
5/4/59 a 1786.97 
5/11/59 — 2115.85 
5/18/59 — 1655.38 


Present Average Weekly Income — $1786.38. 













This represents almost four times more average income for the parish 
over the last three years! ! AND there is no sign of a let-up! 








_ Here's another parish* on Long Island where CCS conducted an In- 
creased Income Campaign: 


Previous Income: $520.00 per week 


Last Sunday Collection: $1778.00 


{after two years) 








Call CCS today: The fervent fund raising service for 
INCREASED INCOME or CAPITAL FUNDS! 


Remember — you can’t spell suCCeSs without CCS. 
*Names of parishes on request 


RW % eerie Counselling supe Inc. 


Empire State Building, New York 1, N. ¥., OXford $-1175 
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a Buffalo, N. Y.: 7601 Main St. PLaza 4867 St. Louis, Mo.: 3926 Lindell Bivd. JEfferson 5-2833 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday is called a “day of rest,” but this 
does not mean it must be given over to utter 
indolence. To too many it is a holiday and 
nothing more. Now the pagans want it to be 
a “business-as-usual” day as well. 


Choose Your Side 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Pharisees strove for the Kingdom of 
God—as they envisoned it. They acknowl- 
edged the great David as a worldly leader ; 
they were brought up sharp when they were 
told that David’s greatness consisted in his 
own acknowledgment of God as his Lord. 


An Old-Fashioned Cure 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Our Lord teaches us that there is no evil in- 
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trinsic to the things of the world, that in the 
proper order they are means created to help 
us reach the ultimate and eternal end of man. 
Only in the misuse of creatures do men turn 
away from their true goal. Man’s choice of 
created beings for evil ends constitutes evil. 
In this is sin, man’s spiritual sickness which the 
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your choice be heavenly, ye messengers of the 
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Recognition of Red China: 
Fallacy and Foolishness 


_ EFFORT to gain respect- 


ability for Communist China goes on 
continually. The magnitude of the 
effort can be seen from the voice it re- 
ceives in the highest places. It manages 
to enlist politicians, clergymen, writers, 
and newspaper publishers. 

The effort makes itself known only 
sporadically—by trial balloons issued 
through various channels. It can be 
assumed that when the wind is favor- 
able, the effort will be concentrated 
recognition of the 
Communist United 
States; admission of that same regime 
into the United Nations. It seems a 
safe conjecture that had Red China not 
launched its adventure in Korea, those 
goals would already have been reached, 
so strong in certain Western circles is 


upon twin goals: 
regime by the 


the pull to grant respectability to the 
Communists and, at the same time, to 
sink into final disgrace the true govern- 
ment of China, now with its capital in 
Formosa. 


AIM IS THE SAME; 
TACTICS ARE DIFFERENT 


The arguments for recognition of Red 
China have changed radically since the 
heyday of Red triumphs on the main- 
iand. The friends of Communist China 


By FRANK MORRISS, LL.B., LITT.D. 


then were more brash. It would be 
well to remember that many of the 
persons supporting recognition today 
were the same ones who called the Com- 
munists “reformers” when they first 
were showing strength. 











Associate editor of the Register System 
of Newspapers, respected lecturer in Con- 
slitutional Law and in English Literature, 
Mr. Morriss has contributed widely to 
both the Catholic and secular press. He 
has written three books for the Catholic 
Treasury Series and is a frequent contri- 
butor to these pages. 





In those days the eyes of Americans 
were turned off the true nature of the 
Communists by attacks upon Chiang 
Kai-chek. Reams of copy dealt with 
his corruption, his waste of American 
aid, his unpopularity with the people. 
This, of course, redounded favorably 
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upon Chiang’s enemies. If he were 
corrupt, then those who sought to over- 
throw him were, if not Galahads, at 
least deserving of kindness. 

When not even the most talented 
propagandists could hide the true na- 
ture of the Communist conquerors of 
China, the tack had to be changed. It 
gradually became what it is today: 
recognition of Communist China would 
be of benefit to the West. 


IF WE MUST BE “REALISTIC” 


It is on this point that we wish to 
continue this article. It will do no 
good to emphasize the brutality of the 
present China overlords, the atrocities 
they have perpetrated not only on their 
military prisoners, but also upon help- 
less missionaries. Purveyors of respec- 
tability for Red China are willing for 
the time to allow the image of a blood- 
thirsty Red regime to stand, if they can 
gain a legal foothold for her in the 
concert of nations. Their answer will 
be: “What you say may be true, but 
it will still be of benefit for us to ‘face 
the facts.’ ”’ 

They are appealing to Americans’ 
pride in being known as realists. Let 
us look, then, at just how realistic 
recognition of Red China would be. 


I. Recognition of a regime be- 
cause of its political existence, but 
apart from that regime’s moral char- 
acter, is not historically realistic. 


We do not say that nations, including 
the United States, have not recognized 
unhealthy regimes. What we do say is 
that such recognition does violence to 
the evolution of diplomatic recognition 
and is a serious setback to international 
polities. 

The origin of diplomatic recognition 
is rooted in the moral concept. By 
definition it is “acknowledgment of 
the admission of new states into the 
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family of nations,” and “its derivation 
is found in the policy of the older Euro- 
pean powers, which, after developing a 
system of binding diplomatic usage, re- 
fused to permit the admission of new 
states to the concert of nations unless 
the new power were properly qualified 
to assume its responsibilities under in- 
ternational law.”? (Italics added.) 

It should be noted that, historically, 
recognition of an insurrectionary regime 
was tantamount to intervention on the 
part of the power recognizing. Le- 
gally, therefore, recognition of Red 
China would be intervention in favor 
of that regime, as against the Republic 
of China which needs all our support. 

Recognition of Red China would do 
further violence to the historical con- 
cept of diplomacy unless it could be 
established that the regime is accepted 
by most of the people it governs. Ac- 
ceptance of the regime by the people 
is one of the historical prerequisites for 
recognition. Such acceptance certainly 
‘sannot be determined at the moment, 
but the flood of refugees out of Red 
China is rather good evidence against 
it. 


Il. Recognition of Red China 
would not be in line with precedent 
by which the United States has used 
diplomacy as a coercive force. 


Those in favor of recognizing Red 
China maintain that to use diplomacy 
as a coercive force is not realistic. 
This, too, is not historical. Because of 
our disapproval of both the Huerta 
and Obregon regimes in Mexico, we 
withheld recognition. We extended 
recognition to Panama in a matter of 
hours, using it as a matter of coercion 
against Colombia. It is interesting to 
recall that we withheld recognition from 
Soviet Russia for many years. The 
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American people had been shocked at 
the brutality with which the Com- 
munist gained control in Russia, until, 
finally, they prevailed who said it would 
be in American self-interest to recog- 
nize Russia. At that time Russia’s 
hostility to the United States was not 
openly manifest, but we have lived to 
regret that recognition. Were we to 
recognize Red China, it doubtlessly 
would be the first time we have ex- 
tended recognition to a country that 
has publicly declared its hatred and 
contempt for us, and, in facet, which is 
still in a state of hostility with our 
forces (the Korean War being only in 
a state of armistice). 

How is it being historically realistic 
to grant recognition to a hostile regime, 
when it has always been the withholding 
of recognition that has been used for 
coercive effect? 


Ill. The presence of our diplo- 
mats in China would be of small 
benefit to us, whereas the presence 
of Communist diplomats in the 
United States would be of immense 


benefit to Red China. 


A choice argument of those favoring 
recognition of Red China is that it 
would enable us to keep a watch on the 
This, of course, 
ignores the facts that the policies of a 
totalitarian regime are effected and 
operate almost hidden from public view, 
whereas those of a democracy, such as 
the United States, are to a great extent 
on the surface. 

We know that American diplomats, 


designs of that power. 


although they may be keen observers, 
are not trained as spies. This is no safe 
conclusion in regard to those of Red 
China, however. Our experience with 
the diplomats of other totalitarian 
regimes, including Soviet Russia, must 
lead us to presume just the opposite. 
We would be running the possibility 


FALLACY AND FOOLISHNESS 


of allowing establishment of still an- 
other Communist spy center in Wash- 
ington to tax the already burdened ef- 
forts of our counter-espionage depart- 
ments. 

The steady reliance of Communists 
upon a policy of deceit offers still an- 
other consideration. American diplo- 
mats, because they are held to a policy 
that is more or less public property, are 
at a disadvantage when brought up 
against the policy of deceit. The frus- 
trations of our diplomats when they try 
to negotiate with Communists are am- 
ple proof that there is little advantage 
in maintaining diplomatic amenities 
with a Red regime. 


IV. The presence of American 
diplomats in Peiping would mean 
loss of face for anti-Communist 
forces in China and elsewhere in 
Asia. 


For the Oriental, as for no other per- 
son, appearances are important. It is 
absolutely necessary for what anti- 
Communist strength that remains in 
Asia that the United States not take a 
step that could be interpreted as a 
retreat. It can be certain that recogni- 
tion of Red China would be interpreted 
by that regime as a victory, a signifi- 
cant retreat by the West. This may 
very well be the reason Red China is 
suing so desperately for recognition: it 
would give valuable face to the Peiping 
regime. Such recognition might very 
well send all of Asia under the hammer 
and sickle. 


POSITION OF 
“REALISTS” CONSIDERED 


The points listed above are some of 
the reasons why we should not recog- 
nize Communist China. Let us ap- 
proach the matter from a negative 
standpoint and answer some of the 
arguments advanced by those “realists” 
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who hold we should recognize Soviet 
China. 

Palmer Hoyt, editor and publisher of 
the Denver Post, one of the West’s most 
influential papers, this past spring 
called for an immediate “re-study”’ of 
the question of recognition. “I don’t 
think we can go on indefinitely not 
recognizing the largest nation in world,” 
he told the Denver League of Women 
Voters. 

This, of course, is a fallacy that as- 
sumes that, because we do not have 
diplomatic recognition of the Peiping 
regime, we are failing to recognize the 
largest nation in the world. We have 
not failed to recognize China, either its 
legitimate government (on Formosa) or 
the Chinese people. In fact, by recog- 
nizing Chiang Kai-chek and refusing to 
recognize Peiping, we are recognizing 
the dignity of the enslaved millions in 
China and their right to be free from 
hateful modern warlords. 

It is a favorite cliché of the recogni- 
tionists to maintain that non-recogni- 
tion is an “ostrich attitude.” They say 
America is trying to shut its eyes to the 
existence of China. On the contrary, 
non-recognition shows very good vision 
of the facts. It is the recognitionists 
who have shut their eyes to the nature 
of the Communist regime, the desires of 
the Chinese people, and the direful con- 
sequences of recognition. 


SOME OTHER FALLACIES 


I. Red China is too big not to recog- 
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nize. Size has never had anything to 
do with diplomatic recognition. Russia 
was a giant nation, but we failed to 
recognize the Soviet regime for many 
years, a step history proved wise. 

Il. Recognizing Red China might 
help woo her away from Russia. This 
is a complete assumption. Actually it 
is impossible to tell how close Red 
China is to the Kremlin. It is signifi- 
cant, however, that Great Britain’s 
recognition of the Communists did not 
have a softening influence on the ag- 
gressiveness of Peiping. 

Ill. The Communists are the true 
They lack a 


They do not 


government of China. 
number of requisites. 
have possession of all Chinese territory, 
nor the allegiance of millions of Chi- 
nese. Regardless, however, of the 
legitimacy, or lack of it, of the Red 
regime, it should not be admitted to the 
concert of nations. 

IV. It will lessen the chance of war 
if we exchange diplomats with the Red 
Chinese. 

We had diplomats in Tokyo and they 
had diplomats in Washington on the 
morning of Dee. 7, 1941. 

Americans should be alerted to do 
more thinking about the question— 
more incisive thinking, and not let 
their thinking be done for them. Cath- 
olics especially should be concerned 
about possible recognition of a power 
that has set in motion what may be- 
come the most disastrous schism in the 
modern history of the Church. 


Pitfalls in Parables 


N. Sunday Gospel contains more 


pitfalls to trap the unwary than the 
parable of the unjust steward. Not 
that the other parables do not contain 
fact, this 
article is inspired by a hope of rechart- 


an element of danger. In 


ing once again the path around the pit. 
It is a fairly evident route and certainly 
a safe one. All the preacher need do 
is to see the path, then follow it. 
Return for'a moment, however, to 
“The master 
commended the unjust steward in that 
he had acted prudently” (Luke 16, 8). 
Whether the preacher will himself act 


consider the trap in this: 


prudently depends on his next step. 
Will he say, “Go and do thou in like 
manner’? He is prohibited, perhaps, 
by a vision of lay officers in his own 
parish writing off parochial assets as 
a prudent investment for the time after 
Will he 
damn the steward with faint praise? 
Then surely he will fall into the hidden 
pit of 


their dismissal by the pastor. 


commending the master. Or 
(most terrifying of all) he may explain 
to the little ones of his flock that God 
is the master, and then have on his 
hands a deity who acts like a hale- 
fellow-well-met, clapping crooked busi- 
ness associates on the back in congratu- 
lation for their clever dealings. 


PARABLES: STORIES WITH 
A POINT—ONE POINT 


First of all, let the preacher recall 
Better 


” 
cases — 


that the parables are stories. 


“cc 


still, let him consider them 


By JAMES A. FISCHER, C.M. 


the sort of cases which were presented 
to him in Moral Theology. Not even 
the dullest seminarian ever believed that 
Bertha and Titus committed all those 
crimes that were pinned on them in 
Moral Theology class. Neither did 
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was Profe ssor of 


tures” catechism series. 





Dives gaze wistfully across space be- 
tween hell and Abraham’s bosom, nor 
the unjust judge walk haughtily down 
the street of some Palestinian town. 
This is not to say that they could not 
have been real; even Bertha and Titus 
may possibly have figured in the long 
history of mankind. The stories in 
both cases are true to life even when 
they are fictitious. 

Like all good fiction they have a 
point—one point. That is what makes 
“fietion good. There is nothing we dis- 
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like more than the pointless story unless 
it be the garrulous narrator who leads 
us on interminable excursions into the 
hinterland in his sluggish progress 
toward a long-awaited climax. All of 
Christ’s stories have a point; some of 
them are very pointed, indeed. 


DON’T COMPLICATE THE 
SINGLE POINT 


Consider one of His most pointed. 
“There was a judge in a certain town 
who did not fear God and did not re- 
spect man. Now there was a certain 
widow in that town, and she kept com- 
ing to him, saying, ‘Do me justice 
against my adversary.’ And he would 
not for a long time. But afterwards he 
said within himself, ‘Although I do not 
fear God, nor even respect man, yet 
because this widow bothers me, I will 
do her justice, lest by her continual 
coming she finally wear me out’” 
(Luke 18, 2-5). 

Now the point of this story is clear— 
the poor woman’s perseverance and its 
reward. The moral is also clear, and 
St. Luke defines that at the beginning 
of his parable: “that they must al- 
ways pray and not lose heart” (Luke 
18,1). There is no point to cluttering 
up the interpretation from the begin- 
ning by asking any other questions. 
Does the unjust judge represent God? 
Certainly not. That would be blas- 
phemous. Does God answer our pray- 
ers just to be rid of our bothersome 
worrying? Certainly not. The parable 
almost defies us to pay attention to 
anything except the point of the story. 
That is fortunate, for the first rule of 
parable interpretation is this: find the 
point of the story. 


NOW, TO FIND THAT SINGLE POINT 


Finding what the point illustrates 
may be more of a task than was the 
case in the above example. The busy 
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fishermen drawing their net to shore 
and sorting out the fish might illus- 
trate many a moral. Is it their indus- 
triousness we should match or their 
good judgment we should admire? Or 
is neither the point? 

A parable, as the etymology of the 
word says, is a “throwing up” of one 
thing “beside” another. Beside the 
way in which our Heavenly Father acts 
toward the repentant sinner is thrown 
up the story of the prodigal son. The 
two things correspond on a single point, 
the forgiving spirit of the Father. 
Granted that other details may have 
more or less a show of reality, the prin- 
ciple thing to grasp is the one point of 
the comparison. 

Sometimes the very force of the story 
compels us to make the proper identi- 
fication. The Pharisee and the publi- 
‘an standing before their God in the 
temple are clearly the types of the 
haughty and the humble seeking for- 
giveness. Sometimes a _ single word 
standing at the beginning of the parable 
defines the general area of comparison 
and makes all clear. Such are the par- 
ables which begin, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like . The good and bad 
fishes caught in the net remind us of 
the good and bad who are found in the 
Church; the leaven hidden in the loaf 
is the inner power of the Church to ex- 
pand; the pearl of great price measures 
the worth of the Church for each man. 

Sometimes we can make the applica- 
tion of the parable on the basis of 
standard literary references in the Old 
Testament. The vineyard has stood 
for Israel from time immemorial; no 
doubt then that Christ is talking of the 
Jews when he tells the parable of the 
vine growers who defied the owner of 
the vineyard and killed his son. Isaias 
had used the same image and the same 
warning long before. Such, too, is the 
significance of the cursing and wither- 
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ing of the fig-tree—surely an inexpli- 
cable outpouring of insensate wrath un- 
less it is a parable in action. 

There are, at last, the easiest par- 
ables of all to understand, the two 
which Christ himself explained. These 
are the parables of the sower and the 
seed, and of the wheat and the weeds. 
Both are said to illustrate the nature 
of the Church: the former tells of the 
varied reception of truth in individual 
souls; the latter of the final separation 
of the good from the bad. Very little 
is left without symbolical meaning after 
Christ has finished. In the parable of 
the wheat and the weeds the sower is 
Christ; the field is the world; the enemy 
is the devil; the harvest, the end of the 
world; the reapers, the angels. 


TEACHING LESSONS WHICH 
ARE NOT THERE 


Are we authorized to go and do in 
like manner? In the parable of the 
good samaritan should we try to define 
who is represented by the priest, who 
by the levite? Does the innkeeper 
stand for some human type? Do the 
oil and wine poured into the poor vic- 
tim’s wounds have any special signifi- 
cance? Many of the Fathers thought 
they did, and doubtless somewhere in 
this world some preacher last Sunday 
thought they did also. They may be 
right. Any man can advance into this 
terra incognita on his own. But let him 
realize that the example of Christ holds 
out an invitation; it is not a guarantee 
that his own conclusions are found in 
the Bible. He may be giving hidden 
meaning to some truth, or he may be 


mistaking scenery for symbolism; either 


If he so speak, let him 
echo the words of the Apostle Paul, 
“Not the Lord, but I say . . 

The embarrassing truth is that we 
may sometimes try to interpret details 
when there is no other significance to 


is possible. 


the story save its one point. This is 
especially true when Christ uses a story 
to teach a moral point. For example, if 
we go back to the parable of the unjust 
steward, we find that Christ appends 
this practical advice: “Make friends 
to yourselves of the mammon of 
wickedness that when you fail they may 
receive you into everlasting dwellings” 
(Luke 16,9). Now the teaching here 
is fairly clear: make good use of 
money. But the preacher who has en- 
tangled himself in too many fanciful 
interpretations of details will never dis- 
cover how Christ arrived at that con- 
clusion by traversing the parable. 

The point of the parable was the 
cleverness of the steward—simply that 
and nothing more. None of the char- 
acters were identified: the master was 
not said to be God; the steward did not 
represent evil men. The point of the 
story was simply this: be clever! It 
is the point of the story alone which is 
applied to our moral life: be clever in 
spiritual matters. Christ once advised 
His followers to be “wise as serpents, 
and guileless as doves” (Matthew 10, 
16). Money can be used in such a 
clever way that it will buy even heaven. 

A man who places his money on the 
nose of a horse which never comes in 
has indulged in a very transient and 
foolish friendship, indeed. A man who 
places all his confidence for a long and 
happy life in the stocks in his safe- 
deposit box has succumbed to a longer 
but more tragic friendship. But he who 
uses money honestly for honest human 
needs, who brings happiness to others 
by spending it, or who imitates that 
good woman Paula of whom St. Jerome 
said that she was more anxious to keep 
her money in the stomachs of the poor 
than in her purse—such a one has 
struck up a lasting friendship with 
money. It has not gone from him at 
all; it is his friend for life. 
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Even death shall not end this friend- 
ship with money. The poor who have 
been helped by it will be waiting in 
heaven, arms outstretched, to greet 
their benefactors. “And I say to you. 
make friends for yourselves with the 
mammon of wickedness [money, that 
is], so that when you fail [in other 
words, when you die] they may receive 
you into the everlasting dwellings” 
(Luke 16, 9). So says the final verse 
of the Sunday gospel. 


“JUSTICE” AND “MERCY” TOOLS 


There is but one other matter. With 
an air of irreproachable defense the be- 
wildered preacher can still point out 
that the Apostles themselves did not 
understand the parables; that, indeed, 
our Lord said He preached in parables 
precisely that He might not be under- 
stood. To make the parables so easy 
of understanding almost smacks of 
treason to the Apostolie College. 

Yet the case is not thereby closed. 
After the Apostles had confessed that 
they understood the explanation of but 
two parables, Christ told them, “So 
then, every Scribe instructed in the 
kingdom of heaven is like a householder 
who brings forth from his storeroom 
things new and old” (Matthew 13, 52). 
The prudent preacher should be able to 
stand on his own feet after having had 
the principle of the parables explained 
to him. The Apostles did; Christ ex- 
plained no more parables to them. 

And as for that saying that he spoke 
in parables in order that people might 
see and yet not understand, that is 
indeed a very great difficulty; but it is 
not a difficulty about parables. It is a 
difficulty about people, and that is 
understandably more obscure. 

Nothing in the nature of a parable 
makes it obscure. The examples given 
in Moral Theology are not intended to 
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confuse, but to clarify the principles. 
So also with the parables; in -them- 
selves they are models of clarity. But 
not every man can take them—and 
that for mysterious reasons. 

Let me say as an “obiter dicta” that 
I cannot agree with those who are avid 
to divide all commentators into two 
teams, labelled respectively ‘Merey”’ 
and “Justice.” The ‘“Merey” team is 
expected to say that Christ taught in 
an obscure literary style so that a peo- 
ple, uncircumcised of heart and hard of 
hearing, would not be blamed more; 
the opposing team is expected to defend 
as its goal the proposition that such a 
literary style was chosen by the Lord 
precisely as a punishment for their not 
having listened to more obvious teach- 
ing. This makes for confusion. Once 
the players are suited up and play be- 
gun, they are found competing on both 
sides, defending one another’s goal. 
The “Merey” men are found defending 
justice and the “Justice” men indig- 
nantly protest that they favor mercy. 
Let us call off the game since no one can 
win it. 


PROVIDENTIAL PLOTS 


A more human approach to the prob- 
lem may produce more clarity though 
fewer labels. Let us go back to Isaias 
since he originally wrote the phrase in 
question. Isaias was not talking about 
parables at the time, but about his 
whole prophetic mission in whatever 
literary form it was couched. In the 
vision which gave him his commission 
the prophet had expressed his eager 
longing to serve God; there came to 
him a word which made his whole work 
a tragedy. 


Go and say to this people, “Hear, 
even though you will not understand; 
see, even though you will not per- 
ceive; (God) has hardened the heart 
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of this people, deafened its ears and 
blinded its eyes, lest it see with its 
eyes and hear with its ears and 
understand with its heart and be con- 
verted and healed.” 


So, at least, I translate Is. 6, 9-10; 
others may differ.' 

Now the striking thing about this 
prediction is that the hardness of heart 
is not attributed to the people who do 
wrong, but to God who ean do only 
good. It is almost as though he had 
decided that he needed wrong-doing and 
led men on to it in order that his over- 
all plan might be accomplished. 

Now let it be noted first of all that 
this hardening of the heart is not iden- 
tical with eternal damnation. Perhaps 
too many mists of implication come 
drifting in with the word “hardness of 
heart.” Here in this world God allows 
men to resist grace on such and such 
occasions in order that his will may 
eventually be done. This is not sur- 
prising. History is a drama; a drama 
needs villains as well as heroes. If 
God supplies the heroes, he must also 
provide the villains in some way. I 
speak in a human way as befits a man 
discussing a poet—and we are still talk- 
ing of Isaias who was one of the great- 
est. The evil the Jews were to do after 
his time was to be the providential plot 
which would lead to the salvation of 
the Gentiles. . 

So Paul explains to the Romans. 
Two men were born, presumably equal 
in worth, Moses and Pharoah. For 





one, God had plans of greatness; for 


‘The Douay Version reads: “Go and thou 
shalt say to this people: Hearing, hear, and 
understand not: and see the vision, and know 
it not. Blind the heart of this people, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes: 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, 
and be converted and I heal them.” The 
principal difference lies in who does all this. 
In the Douay version. it is “you (Isaias),” 
understood; in my translation, “God.” 





the other, the role of adversary. Or, 
to use his own phrase, God had pre- 
pared “vessels of wrath” as well as 
“vessels of merey.” Both light and 
shadow are necessary to make a good 
photograph; both justice and mercy are 
necessary to bring out the infinite 
beauty of God. 

That the Lord acts in this way should 
not scandalize us. St. Thomas ex- 
plains: “The Lord in accordance with 
his own judgment does not give the 
light of grace to those in whom he finds 
an obstacle; hence the cause of the lack 
of grace is not-only he who places the 
obstacle, but also God who by his own 
judgment does not grant grace; in this 
way God is the cause of blindness and 
of deafening the ears and the hardening 
of the heart.’* Again the Angelic 
Doctor says, “All the evil which God 
does or permits to be done is ordained 
to some good; not always the good of 
him in whom the evil is, but sometimes 
to the good of someone else, or even of 
the whole universe.’”* Do not be sur- 
prised that St. Thomas says, “All the 
evil which God does ” Much less 
be surprised that Isaias, who was a 
poet, says that God 
hearts. 

The prophet merely tells us that he 
knew his mission was doomed to failure. 
The why or wherefore was not ex- 
plained. The justice of it all either to 
the prophet or to his hearers was not 


hardens men’s 


gone into. Such is a poet’s way: the 
picture appears to him all black and 
white with no softening half-tones. 
Against the whiteness of God’s mercy in 
sending prophets stands the black ob- 
stinaney of man. 


Neither did Christ paint with deli- 


7 Summa Theologica Ia Ilae, Quaest. 79, art. 

au, 

* Summa Theologica Ia Ilae, Quaest. 79, art. 
4 ad lum. 
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cately shaded colors the merit and de- 
merit, the praise and blame of his hear- 
ers. His picture had the boldness of a 
poster. The Jews of his time had re- 
fused to believe in him. Why they re- 
fused we do not understand in full. 
That is God’s plan. The Gospel sets 
down the bare fact that they did not, 
side by side with the declaration that 
it was not providential for them to be- 
lieve at that time. 

The obscurity remains, but it is in 


the proper subject—in the people, not 
in the parables. Matthew applies to 
Christ the saying of the Psalms: “I will 
open my mouth in parables, I will utter 
things hidden since the foundation of 
the world” (Matthew 13, 35). Even 
the most self-justifying of preachers 
The parables 





cannot escape that text. 
are not obscure, but clear, 
hidden things. It was the audience 
which closed the book; not the book 
itself which was sealed up in mystery. 


revealing 





Father Walton Hannah on Late Vocations 

We are privileged to announce the publication, in a forthcoming HPR 
issue, of a timely and informative article, “Wanted: Belated Vocations,” 
by a distinguished convert from Anglicanism and _ recently-ordained 
priest, Father Walton Hannah. Father Hannah was formerly a clergy- 
man of the Church of England, who left that faith after the historic “South 
India crisis” which so disturbed the consciences of many Anglicans. Our 
author was ordained in June, 1959, from the Beda College in Rome. Well 
known for his writings, especially on the religious aspects of Freemasonry, 
Father Hannah has also produced studies on various aspects of the ecu- 
menical movement. In September of this year he will take up an appoint- 
ment at the Catholic Inquiry Forum in Montreal, Canada, under His 
Eminence, Cardinal Leger. 

In his article, Father Hannah sets forth briefly the present need for 
priests and then explains the historical development of courses designed 
for older men who wish to prepare for the Catholic priesthood. He ex- 
plains the impact of papal thought on “belated vocations,” and applies the 
teaching of St. John Bosco to this problem. Many important distinctions 
are drawn by this convert-priest: the difference between “late” and “de- 
layed,” between the content of courses given in a regular seminary and in 
one for students of advancing years. A concise analysis of the theology of 
late vocations is related to certain prejudices against this type of priestly 
calling. 

Father Hannah devotes a fair share of his interesting article to a de- 
scription of the courses and life at the famous Beda. Every priest will 
find in this splendid article a richer appreciation of his own vocation and 
a profound sense of brotherhood for those valiant “older warriors” who 
enter the lists just as the evening shadows are commencing to fall. You 
won't want to miss ‘Wanted: Belated Vocations.” 
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Parish Program to 
Attract Non-Catholitcs 


= IN 1957, St. Peter’s parish 
in Toronto began an experimental pro- 
gram for non-Catholics. The purpose 
of the experiment was to develop an 
organized apostolate specifically on the 
parish level to attract non-Catholics. 
This effort is in addition to the work 
of the Catholic Information Center 
which is next door to the church, but 
which is city-wide in its scope. 


PARISH: BASIC 
ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT 


Behind the program is the realization 
that the parish is the basic administra- 
tive unit of the Church. Although the 
Church has city high schools, diocesan 
colleges, the N.C.W.C., diocesan and 
national publications, ete., to fill needs 
which the parish cannot meet, yet none 
of these programs is a substitute for 
the parish. They help the individual to 
seek and find the life of grace, but he 
usually must receive it from the hands 
of the parish priest. 

The parish must be an important in- 
strument of the Church not only in 
working with its own members, but also 
in attracting converts. A city-wide in- 
formation center can instruct several 
hundred people a year; it can spark 
convert work in a diocese. But the 
number of conversions necessary to con- 
vert the nation cannot be handled 
through information centers any more 
than diocesan marriage bureaus could 


By JOHN W. MULHALL, C.S.P. 


arrange all marriages in the diocese or 
diocesan charities office can substitute 
for parish St. Vincent de Paul societies. 
Recognition of this is seen in the grow- 
ing number of parish inquiry classes. 








This young Toronto parish priest is 
part of an interesting and successful ex- 
periment which he here graciously shares 
with his fellow priests. 





Convert work means more than in- 
quiry classes. Although the class makes 
parishioners more convert-minded and 
makes a few non-Catholics more aware 
of the Church, the purpose of the class 
is not so much to attract potential con- 
verts as to instruct those by now almost 
converted. Although some inquirers are 
still undecided about the Church and 
need conversion, many are already con- 
vineed. The class is essential, but it is 
not the whole convert program a parish 
should have. The class is the boat that 
brings the fish to shore. It is not the 
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net. If a parish has only the instruc- 
tion class, it still lacks a program aimed 
primarily at attracting converts. 

Motivated by this reasoning, St. 
Peter’s is developing a program which 
is on the parish level and specifically 
designed to attract non-Catholics. A 
four-phase program (some elements of 
which are not original) is now in opera- 
tion. It comprises: an annual open 
house for non-Catholics; a visitation 
and literature campaign; a physical 
plant approach; and two weekly holy 
hours for conversions. 


PARISH OPEN HOUSE 
FOR NON-CATHOLICS 


St. Peter’s parish comprises 35,000 
souls, about 27,000 of whom are non- 
Catholic. For several months the Paul- 
ist Fathers, who administer the parish, 
debated different approaches to these 
non-Catholics, who, as residents of their 
parish, were their responsibility. After 
considering several plans, the priests 
decided on a modified version of Father 
John A. O’Brien’s successful “Crusade 
for Souls.” All the non-Catholiecs of 
the parish would not only be visited, 
they would also be invited to an open 
house, especially for them, at the church 
on Pentecost Sunday afternoon. 

The reasons for choosing the open 
house were several. It involved a mini- 
mum of expense and effort. It did not 
commit the non-Catholic. When 
Catholics visited his house, he was not 
asked to sign up for several weeks for 
inquiry classes. An open house would 
have the widest possible appeal to the 
casually interested. The parish had 
just redecorated the church; the Paul- 
ists’ new information center was in the 
process of construction next door; the 
Paulists were celebrating their cente- 
nary. These three events naturally lent 
themselves to an open house for all 
friends and neighbors. 
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The purpose of the open house was 
limited. It was intended to create good 
will in a city still influenced by its once 
powerful Orange Lodges; to let the non- 
Catholic know Catholics are interested 
in him and are not aloof or hostile; to 
inform him that he is welcome in Catho- 
lic churches; to give him the opportu- 
nity of learning at least a little about 
the Church; to inform him of the in- 
quiry classes. 

Any suggestion of pressure was 
avoided. For this reason the Fathers, 
perhaps with unnecessary caution, 
dropped from their plans a slide show 
on the Mass. 


PAROCHIAL AND CITY-WIDE 
CAMPAIGN 


The campaign to attract the non- 
Catholic had two phases—parochial and 
city-wide. One hundred and _ forty 
parish volunteers rang almost every 
doorbell in the parish. Since a complete 
census of the parish had not been taken 
for eighteen months, they brought the 
census of the Catholics up to date. 
They invited the non-Catholics to the 
open house. The parish volunteers 
also asked them if they would like to 
receive, at no cost, a little newspaper 
the parish was planning as its contribu- 
tion to the religious life of the neighbor- 
hood. A Knights of Columbus pamph- 
let (either “Why the Church Says In- 
vestigate” or “An Open Letter to a 
Non-Catholic Neighbor”) was given to 
non-Catholics who would accept it. 

An invitation to the open house was 
mailed to each of the 10,000 mailboxes 
in the parish. The Canadian post 
office has a special complete-coverage 
service which eliminates addressing and 
stamping; it delivers only in the desired 
area for as low as one and one-half 
cents per mailbox. The invitation was 
a 5” x 8” four-page brochure. Page 
one had a photo of the attractive stone 
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church and a traditionally styled invita- 
tion to the open house. Page two con- 
tained a short letter from the pastor in- 
viting all to the occasion. The third 
and fourth pages briefly described the 
Paulist centenary and the information 
center. They also called attention to 
the Paulist interest in non-Catholies, 
the beauty of the church and the guided 
tours of the church. 

The city-wide advertising was three- 
fold: ads in the religious sections of 
Toronto daily papers on Saturday, 
Pentecost Eve; ads in the two previous 
issues of the Catholic paper, urging 
Catholics to bring their non-Catholic 
friends, relatives and neighbors; pulpit 
and bulletin announcements sent to the 
eighty churches of the city urging the 
same. Talking with people who came 
to the event revealed that most non- 
Catholics came either because they were 
invited by a Catholic or because they 
received a mailed invitation. How- 
ever, every type of promotion brought 
results. 

Estimates regarding how many non- 
Catholies came varies from 150 to 600, 
but 200 is probably close. 


A WARM RECEPTION 


When the guests arrived, legionaries 
of Mary escorted them to the parish 
hall where priests and other legionaries 
were on hand to greet them and talk 
with them. Sodalists and Catholic 
Women’s League members served tea 
and cookies. Specially trained infor- 
mation center legionaries invited the 
guests to tour the church and a display 
of vestments and sacred vessels in the 
sacristy. Father Markham’s prayer 
cards* were given as souvenirs. Solemn 


* These cards contain prayers and matter 
necessary for salvation. Interested priests 


may obtain them from: Sisters of the Poor 


of St. Francis, 60 Compton Road, Cincinnati 
15, Ohio. 


Benediction and a word of welcome 
from the pastor concluded the after- 
noon. 

The attitude of the guests convinced 
us once again that many non-Catho- 
lies dislike attacks against the Catholic 
Church; that many non-Catholies often 
stop in Catholic churches; that they 
notice and appreciate Catholic churches 
always being open whereas their own 
are often locked. I feel we should 
capitalize on this. In our numerous 
contacts with non-Catholics we should 
not leave them without casually invit- 
ing them to attend our services or to 
stop in just for a visit, “because, as you 
know, our churches are always open, 
and we believe that Our Lord is pres- 
ent in a special way in our churches.” 
A relatively great number of Anglicans 
came, indicating a particularly fruitful 
group with which to work. But the 
greatest lesson was the amazing enthu- 
siasm of the non-Catholics who came. 
They were surprised we would do such 
a thing and thought it wonderful. 

It is unrealistic to look for immediate 
tangible results from such a project. 
The priests were pleased with the turn- 
out of non-Catholics and most im- 
pressed with the enthusiasm; they also 
feel that the open house should be at 
least an annual affair; some want it 
every few months. They believe many 
guests will return and bring other non- 
Catholics. Many who did not come 
this time may accept the next invita- 
tion—salesmen usually do not make 
sales on the first visit; advertising be- 
comes more effective with repetition. 
Moreover, each non-Catholic who came 
knows more about the Church, is favor- 
ably impressed, and is more apt to de- 
fend the Church when it is attacked in 
his presence. 

The Paulists believe that next time 
they should have posters printed for 
neighboring Catholic churches and per- 
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haps for stores in the parish. The 
workers who make the door-to-door in- 
vitation should be trained not to ask if 
the people want a pamphlet, but either 
to offer. the pamphlet or to leave it at 
the house unless it is refused. They 
should invite every non-Catholic. Some 
workers did not ask Jews because they 
thought they would not be interested. 

The open house itself cost $12.50 for 
flowers and prayer cards. The food was 
donated. The advertising cost $484: 
10,000 invitations cost $180 to print and 
$140 to post; 2,200 pamphlets with spe- 
cial printing on the back cost $100; 
newspaper ads cost $64. This may 
seem like a great effort and expense, but 
it represents only a few weeks’ work 
and a very small per cent of the annual 
parish budget. Considering that 75 
per cent of the people in the parish are 
not Catholic, such an expense is not 
great. 


PARISH VISITATION AND 
LITERATURE CAMPAIGN 


The senior sodality was reorganized, 
opened to men and married couples as 
well as to unmarried girls, and given 
non-Catholic work on the parish level as 
its primary task. Every sodalist is ex- 
pected to put in two hours of work each 
week and to report on this at the weekly 
meeting. 

Zach week, teams visit hospitals 
which permit access to their lists of pa- 
tients in order to get names of all peo- 
ple from St. Peter’s parish. The teams 
turn in the names of Catholics to the 
pastor for visitation. Meanwhile they 
visit the non-Catholic patients from the 
parish. Men visit men, and women 
visit women. After the patient is dis- 
charged, a home visitation committee 
continues periodic visiting as long as 
the patient welcomes the visitors. 

A condolence committee visits fami- 
lies of non-Catholies in the parish who 
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have died, to extend the sympathy of 
the Paulist Fathers and of their Cath- 
olic neighbors. Obviously it would be 
better if priests did all this visiting, but 
time is a factor. 

The 1958 case book for the home vis- 
itation committee indicates that a small 
percentage of those visited did not en- 
courage the visitors to stay. But usu- 
ally the visitors were well received. A 
few exerpts are typical: 

“They (the sodalists) were received 
very well . the lady was very glad 
to see them as she had just come out 
from the hospital. She was glad that 
Catholics were concerned about others.” 

“We were received very well. The 
lady thought it was very nice of Cath- 
olics to come to see her and praised 
them highly. She asked us to come in 
and sit down.” 

Three visits to one woman showed 
progress. First entry: “The lady did 
not seem too eager to see the girls and 
did not encourage them to stay.” Or- 
dinarily the case would have _ been 
dropped there, but she returned to the 
hospital, where the hospital committee 


saw her: ‘She received the girls at the 


hospital very well.” Third entry: 
“Mrs. . . . has been home for three 
weeks. She received us very well. She 


said that she would be glad to see us 
again.” 

Since the sodality started visiting, it 
has paid 210 visits to 120 non-Catho- 
lies. 

The sodality also finances and pub- 
lishes a small newspaper which it sends 
to 5,000 non-Catholies in the parish. 
This newspaper—Share—is not mili- 
tantly apologetic, but quietly introduces 
moral principles and dogma. Although 
it professedly comes from the local 
Catholic church, it does not stress the 
Church, but points out the need for God 
and for religion. It seeks a balance be- 
tween being too insipid and too militant. 
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Its purpose is to encourage its readers 
to think about religion and, by associa- 
tion, about the Catholic Church. 

The sodality has considered using 
street corner newsstands as well as 
racks for Catholic books, pamphlets 
and periodicals in local stores, but as 
yet it has taken no action to carry out 
this idea. 


THE PHYSICAL PLANT ADVERTISES 


In this plan, the very physical plant 
attracts the non-Catholic. The church 
should advertise the Church. It should 
‘all attention to itself by its beauty. 
It should be the finest church building 
in the area. During Advent, St. Peter’s 
has a large outdoor wreath. An unusual 
outdoor Christmas crib attracts great 
attention each year. A group of artis- 
tic Hungarian nuns in the parish made 
over the faces of old store mannequins; 
a group of parish women made beauti- 
ful gowns; a local construction company 
donated and built the crib of bark-cov- 
ered slab lumber into a canvas “stone” 
hillside. The tableau is 14’ x 30’ x 15’. 
A tape recording repeats the Christmas 
story every five minutes. Telling of 
the Fall, Incarnation and Redemption, 
it concludes with an invitation to secure 
further information at the information 
center or rectory. 

Because the crib is outstanding, the 
Catholics, a minority in this area, can 
take pride in it. It helps create greater 
knowledge, respect and good will among 
non-Catholies. As one Jew put it when 
the crib was late in getting assembled: 
“T hope that crib will be up if I have to 
help them myself.” 

Other improvements which have been 
considered include floodlighting the 
church tower and installing chimes for 
the Angelus. These are expensive items 
for a parish composed mostly of strug- 
gling immigrants. Perhaps the same 


money would do greater good in more 
direct advertising. 


PARISH HOLY HOURS 
FOR CONVERSIONS 


Each week two holy hours for con- 
versions back the program with grace. 
The 500 people who attend these are in- 
structed in the non-Catholic apostolate 
and Catholic action. An advertising 
‘ampaign to bring non-Catholies to the 
Saturday noon holy hour (including 
Mass) is now being considered. 


THE SENSE OF BELONGING 


Students of North American culture 
such as David Riesman, Will Herberg, 
Father Walter Ong, S.J., and others 
stress the need felt by many Americans 
of “belonging,” of “identification” with 
a group. This need includes for many 
the urge to be identified with a religious 
group. For many non-Catholies their 
“sense of belonging” to any religious 
group is weak or non-existent. While 
the need for religious identification is 
not a sufficient motive for baptism, it 
‘an be sufficient to start one toward 
Catholicity. Once the non-Catholic 
gets started, the instructor can give him 
more worthy motives. But the big 
problem is to get him started. Many 
non-Catholics are in a vacuum regard- 
ing their sense of religious identifica- 
tion. If members of a denomination be- 
friend him, visit him, send him their re- 
ligious literature, weleome him to their 
church, remind him of their denomina- 
tion through the beauty of its physical 
plant, ete., he will begin to identify 
himself with that denomination. If 
that demonination is Catholic, he will 
identify himself with the Catholic 
Church and thus be moved toward con- 
version. 

_ If the felt need for belonging, for be- 
ing a part of a religious group, is an im- 
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portant factor in American life, then the 
Catholic Church—offering union with 
Christ and, through Him, union with 
other members of the most beautiful of 
all groups, the Mystical Body—can and 
should capitalize on that human need. 
St. Peter’s in Toronto is suggesting 
in many ways to the non-Catholies in 





World War III: December, 1944— 


its parish: “When you think of reli- 
gion, think of the Catholic Church.” 
While it is perhaps too early to expect 
great tangible results from St. Peter’s 
experiment, it is hoped that from this 
effort an effective, systematic program 
on the parish level to attract non-Cath- 
olics will be formulated. 





We are very proud to welcome in a forthcoming issue Dr. Anthony T. 
Bouscaren. It is his contention that we are not at all in a pre-war period, 
that the third world war began in December of 1944. This fact is now 
acknowledged by our military, and Dr. Bouscaren has been helping to map 
the strategy of this warfare in his teaching at the National War College— 
this in addition to his regular work as Associate Professor of Political 
Science at Le Moyne College, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Since 1957 Dr. Bouscaren has been Consultant to the Committee on 
Un-American Activities. Author of the widely heralded A Guide to Anti- 
Communist Action (reviewed in this issue), Dr. Bouscaren has authored 
also Soviet Expansion and the West (1949), Imperial Communism (1953), 
America Faces World Communism (1953), Security Aspects of Immigra- 
Work (1959). His articles have appeared, among others, in U. S. News 
and World Report, National Review, Saturday Evening Post, Human 
Events. 
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The Bishop Visits 
His Diocese 


= Code of Canon Law (C. 
343) enumerates the reasons why a 
bishop must make official visitation of 
his diocese. These reasons are, in fact, 
the aims of the Church in executing its 
mission on earth: “To preserve sound 
doctrine, to protect right morals and 
correct evils, to promote peace, piety, 
innocence, and discipline among people 
and clergy, and otherwise to provide 
for the welfare of religion.” 

Businessmen frequently weigh their 
solvency and stability by periodic in- 
spections of their affairs. How trivial 
and ephemeral their assets seem in con- 
trast to the abiding spiritual treasures of 
the true Church! Far from being a 
mere inspection, the episcopal visitation 
transcends wordly interests because the 
Church is not a natural organization 
created by man, but a supernatural 
organism, the Mystical Body of Christ. 


WHY WE HONOR THE EPISCOPATE 


To comprehend the full significance 
of the bishop’s visitation it is necessary 
to understand the place of the Incarnate 
Son of God in His Church. A super- 
ficial view is that Christ terminated 
His mission on earth after dying on the 
cross to redeem mankind, and, having 
returned to heaven, sits at the right 
hand of His Father, and from this re- 
mote throne observes His work and 
transmits graces to His children 
through His Church. Such a view re- 


By JOHN J. PITRUS, S.T.D. 


veals a misconception of the essence of 
the Church. If the Church is seen en- 
tirely as a visible organization and its 
invisible side, its essence, is ignored, a 
distorted concept of Christ’s work is 
certain to be evoked. Actually, Christ 
continues to live on earth, but in a form 








Father Pitrus, now active administra- 
tor of SS. Cyril and Methodius parish, 
Hartford, Connecticut, is author of nu- 
merous works in English and Polish 
Among his English books are The Prob- 
lem of Divorce, Daily Progress in Re- 
ligious Virtues, The Religious at the Feet 
of Jesus, etc. 





different from the one He took through 
His incarnation. One can speak of 
Christ’s “going away” only in His vis- 
ible form. This truth is strongly under- 
scored in the encylical Mystic: Corporis 
which explains that Christ remains in 
the invisible or Mystical Body, His 
Church. He is its Head and not only 
maintains unity of the members with 
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Himself, but, with a life-giving stream 
of grace, deifies human frailty by in- 
cluding man in the living mystical or- 
ganism of the Church. 

When, therefore, we recognize this 
truth, that Christ is living in the 
Church, sustains it, and endows it with 
life, our perception of the sublime spir- 
itual status of His representatives in 
the Church, the Pope, and the bishops, 
becomes keener. In the aforementioned 
encyclical, Pope Pius XII emphasized 
the doctrine that the Church has one 
head, not two, namely that Christ 
unites himself with the person of His 
visible representative to such a degree 
that He forms with him one head of 
the Church. He teaches through him, 
He sanctifies, and He governs. With- 
out the Pope there would be no Church. 
The divinity of Christ became united 
with humanity and revealed itself to 
the world. In the Church the invisible 
but real presence of Christ and His 
work exist for all men to see in the 
visible person of the Pope. 

What pertains to the Pope pertains 
in a lesser degree, but with equal au- 
thenticity, to the bishops. Not only is 
the bishop a successor to the Apostles, 
but he is somehow the continuing form 
of Christ’s life and activity. Through 
the episcopate Christ teaches and pre- 
serves the purity of the truth which He 
revealed. Through the bishops He con- 
fers the fulness of graces. On the indi- 
vidual bishop He bestows, through the 
Supreme Pontiff, the dignity and au- 
thority for administering the segment 
of the Church entrusted to him. 

This is the most profound reason why 
the faithful honor the shepherd of the 
diocese who visits them. Homage ex- 
pressed in welcoming the bishop is 
glorifying Christ who lives in the 
Chureh and approaches His faithful 
through the person of His visible emis- 
sary. A bishop is one external form of 
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the activity of the invisible Redeemer, 
the Head of the Church. 


A VISIT DESCRIBED 


A description of the solemnity with 
which the bishop of a diocese is wel- 
comed by his faithful elsewhere in the 
world might well serve to inspire us to 
make the day of the bishop’s visit to 
our parish a most important one. In no 
part of the world is the visitation of the 
bishop observed with greater solemnity, 
mingled with joy, than in the parishes 
of Poland where the Catholic Church 
has prevailed despite the political and 
economic tryranny of Communism. 

For weeks before the arrival of the 
bishop, preparations are made to re- 
ceive him in a manner appropriate to 
his station. The Church is renovated 
and decorated with wreaths; in villages 
roads are repaired and even houses are 
painted. On the day of his arrival 
clean sand is strewn on the roads, and 
greens and flowers bedeck the path he 
is to take. In homes along the route, 
holy pictures are placed in windows 
and candles are lighted. 

As the bishop passes, people unable 
to attend the church services kneel 
humbly in the open in a spirit of ven- 
eration and receive his blessing with 
their heads bowed. 

On the edge of the smaller towns a 
-avaleade of young men dressed in tra- 
ditional heavy native garments of wool 
greets him; the horses are gaily capar- 
isoned; the beribboned riders carry 
banners expressing welcome. In the 
cities, welcoming ceremonies are con- 
ducted by motorcycle and bicycle riders 
who precede the dignitary in triumphal 
procession to the church. 

Also at the border of the village an 
arch festooned with flowers has been 
erected. On it is a huge banner in- 
scribed “Witajy nam, Najdostojniejszy 
(““Welecome, Most Emi- 
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THE BISHOP VISITS HIS DIOCESE 


ment Pastor’). There the clergy and 
the parishioners await the arrival of 
their noble guest. When the bishop 
leaves his conveyance, the pastor, wear- 
ing his cope, extends a cross for him to 
kiss. A child recites a welcoming poem 
and presents a bouquet of flowers. 
Other poems are recited and greetings 
extended by representatives of parish 
organizations, and the procession to the 
church gets under way. The bishop, 
wearing the mozetta and biretta, walks 
under the baldachin while the people 
sing an appropriate hymn. 

Frequently other flower-covered 
arches are erected by groups represent- 
ing different organizations, occupations, 
and ages of parish life. At these, brief 
addresses of welcome are given. 


“ECCE SACERDOS MAGNUS” 


Impressive rites take place at the 
church entrance. The bishop dons the 
mitre and receives the crozier; he ac- 
cepts a vessel of holy water and is in- 
Sprinkling the faithful with 
the holy water, he moves solemnly 
toward the altar while the choir sings 
“Eece Sacerdos Magnus.” After all 
genuflect and the pastor sings the ver- 
sicles and the oration, the bishop then 
blesses the gathering and preaches a 
sermon. So large is the attendance of 
people in some communities that it is 
necessary for the prelate to speak out of 
doors. Frequently the ceremony is pre- 
ceded by a report on the spiritual state 
of the parish by the pastor. 

A procession with prayers for the 
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dead, followed by visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament and to the cemetery, com- 
pletes the public exercises. Afterwards 
the bishop confers with the pastor and 
parish leaders to close the day. 

Early next morning the devout 
parishioners eagerly crowd the altar 
railing to receive Holy Communion. 
The bishop celebrates Mass and speaks 
to the congregation. An event to which 
the children of the parish have looked 
forward with happy anticipation is re- 
ceiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 
when their souls become illuminated 
with the radiance of the Holy Ghost. 
The children have special booklets con- 
taining lessons preparatory to Confir- 
mation and text of the ceremony in 
Latin and Polish. The booklets become 
a precious reminder of the day they 
were confirmed and are often zealously 
cherished unto old age. 

Later the pastor and attending 
priests gather at dinner with the bishop 
and a report of the visitation, already 
prepared by one of the canons, is given. 

Meanwhile in the church the mothers 
gather with their sober-faced small 
children awaiting the return of the 
bishop. He blesses the little boys and 
girls and reminds the mothers of the 
responsibilities of parenthood. This, 
the concluding and one of the most in- 
spiring parts of the visitation, is the 
signal for the faithful to assemble and 
joyfully escort the bishop to the bound- 
ary of the village where his conveyance 
awaits to take him on a journey to the 
next parish. 





SAVE MONEY AND AVOID INCONVENIENCE 


If you are to have a change of address, it will mean a saving in money and 
an assurance of convenience to you if you please notify us as soon as you have 
knowledge of |) the new address, 2) the date it will become effective, 3) your 
old address. Simply notify, by postcard or by Post Office Form 22-S, the 
Homiletic and Pastoral Review, 52 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Roma Locura 


By VERY REV. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Cony., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 


Associate Editor 








To Vote for a Collaborator? 


In last month’s HPR we wrote of the 
directive of the Holy Office against 
Catholics voting for parties or candi- 
dates which, while not professing Com- 
munist doctrines, nevertheless align 
their political interests with the Reds 
At that 
writing, the outcome of an election in 
Sicily, given considerable play by 
L’Osservatore Romano (v.g., N. 130 
[30.097]), was uncertain. It’s now his- 
tory. The coalition party, which in- 
cluded a number of Reds and which 
was opposed by the Church-backed 


or support them in any way. 


Christian Democrats, won this impor- 
tant election. 

The ruling of the Holy Office, which 
did not include any threat of excom- 
munication but did forbid such voting, 
gave rise to wide speculation as to what 
is precisely the nature and scope of 
the Vatican’s directive. Responsible 
sources, quoted by NCWC News Serv- 
ice, have stressed that the Holy Office 
intends its prohibition to be interpreted 
as something in the domain of religion 
and morality rather than in polities. 
But the fact is, of course, that the prob- 
lem of Communism and support of its 
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objectives necessarily include questions 
of a moral and religious nature. Com- 
munism is both an evil political system 
and a conspiracy against human rights. 
Warnings by the Church, issued to de- 
fend its members against the virus of 
Marxism, inescapably re-echo in the 
political arena. 

It has been 
above-mentioned Vatican sources that 


flatly denied by the 


the ruling was dictated by the particu- 
lar political situation in Sicily. It is 
also denied that the decree was intended 
to favor any particular party operating 
on that island. The application of the 
ruling is universal in scope, affecting 
any situation where it appears that 
Catholics are attempting to collaborate 
with those who are Communist-affili- 
ated. In Communist-dominated lands 
there is hardly any question about free- 
dom of choice in political elections. 
Interestingly enough, the Roman source 
providing interpretation of the directive 
admitted that there might well be very 
special circumstances wherein it would 
be necessary to choose the lesser of two 
evils, and then this ruling would not ap- 
ply. 

It should be reealled (as mentioned 
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in last month’s column) that the present 
document is closely related to the famed 
1949 decree excommunicating Catholics 
who join the Communist party or who 
contribute to its progress. The present 
directive, however, refers to a prohibi- 
tion against willingly voting for those 
associating themselves with the Com- 
munists in political aspirations, and 
does not mention any censure of excom- 
munication for violation. In countries 
behind the Iron Curtain there could be 
no question of anyone’s having any real 
alternatives at the polls, and so, while 
the present directive would still apply 
in principle, it would not apply in prac- 
tice. 


RELEVANCE 


The control of the island of Sicily by 
the coalition party which won the last 
election there, contains a possibly seri- 
ous threat to the political future of 
Italy and, therefore, to the Church it- 
self. The party is led by a rebel against 
the Christian Democrats, Silvio 
Milazzo, an old friend and former 
backer of Father Luigi Sturzo, founder 
of the C.D. Party. 
likened to Charles de Gaulle and to 
Nikita Khrushchev. He disclaims any 
personal leanings toward Communism. 


Milazzo has been 


“IT am a convinced anti-Communist,” 
he has been quoted as saying. 

His political activities in face of the 
Holy Office ruling revealed a_ fine 
Italian hand working along with an 
astute mind. He found himself in the 
ticklish position of being opposed by 
the powerful and popular head of the 
Church in Sicily, Ernesto Cardinal Ruf- 
fini, Archbishop of Palermo. The Car- 
dinal said, just prior to the elections: 
“Political cooperation with the Com- 
munists would bring a Communist gov- 
ernment even before we realize it.” 

During the campaign on the island, 
the clergy in Sicily made full use of the 


Holy Office’s ammunition, and Milazzo 
—no tyro in maneuvering—wasn't so 
foolish as to stand up directly against 
the Vatiean’s directive. Rather, he 
blandly told his audiences that the de- 
cree Was aimed at certain segments of 
the Christian Democratie Party which 
had “collaborated” with the Commu- 
nists in the 1955 election of President 
Giovanni Gronchi of Italy. This was a 
sly distortion, of course, but it helped. 

Meanwhile, leaders of the C.D. Party 
on the mainland are making overtures 
to Milazzo’s victorious Sicilian Chris- 
tian Social Union in an effort to re- 
absorb it into the Christian Democratic 
Party itself, and the chances of success 
appear good. Indeed, reconcilation 
feelers have been extended by both 
sides, and Milazzo has said that no 
doors are closed. Sicily is anxious to 
achieve greater autonomy on the na- 
tional scene, and the Red-tainted 
S.C.8.U. Party disclaims any political 
aspirations concerning the rest of Italy. 
Actually, it is believed that most of 
Milazzo’s followers would vote for the 
Christian Democrats in national elee- 
tions. 

Because of its implications for the 
Chureh’s position, the entire situation 
bears careful watching. History af- 
fords tragic examples of Communist 
suecess in manipulating those who 
thought they could handle the Red 
octopus, but wound up, instead, snugly 
embraced in the creature’s arms. 


W hat Age for Confirmation? 


Some weeks ago, Pope John XXIII 
went to the convent of the Benedictine 
Sisters at Tor de’Specchi in Trastevere 
to distribute Holy Communion to forty 
young Romans who had been confirmed 
the day before by Cardinal di Jorio. 
The youths are from working-class 
families, and the eldest among them 
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was twenty-seven at the time of receiv- 
ing confirmation. 


RELEVANCE 


This unusual case has sparked dis- 
cussion among authorities concerning 
the proper time for administering the 
sacrament of confirmation. Canon 788, 
as interpreted in 1931, prescribes that 
the administration of confirmation be 
postponed (in the Latin Church) until 
after the seventh year of age. It can 
be conferred before then if the child is 
in danger of death or if the administra- 
tion of the sacrament seems to be other- 
wise justified for good and solid reasons. 

There is no doubt, of course, that bap- 
tized infants are capable of being val- 
idly confirmed before the use of reason, 
but—except for the cases mentioned 
above—this would be illicit. In some 
places in Spain and in Latin America 
there is a custom permitting infant con- 
firmation, although the extent of the 
present observance of this custom may 
be limited in fact. It is quite certain 
that up until the thirteenth century the 
ordinary practice was to confirm babies 
along with baptism. Since the thir- 
teenth century, little by little, it be- 
came the practice not to confirm any- 
one who hadn’t reached the seventh 
year of his age. 

The Catechism of the Council of 
Trent teaches that confirmation may 
be administered to all, but, until chil- 
dren shall have attained the use of rea- 
son, its administration is inexpedient. 
Further, says this authority, if it does 
not seem well to defer confirmation un- 
til the age of twelve, it is most proper 
to postpone it at least until seven. In 
1745, Benedict XIV declared that it is 
not licit to confirm anyone prior to the 
use of reason. 

George Deleuve, S.J., in Shaping the 
Christian Message, edited by Father 
Gerard Sloyan, declares that the time 
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for confirmation was adjusted to an 
older age for a very practical reason: 
children would attend religious classes 
only until confirmed, and then quit. 
During the nineteenth century the 
priests, in order to keep the youngsters 
coming to the classes, required the re- 
luctant scholars to wait until they were 
older before presenting them to the bis- 
hops for confirmation. 

This argument also is often heard, 
and it seems a sound one: adolescence 
is a time of special trial, and therefore 
why not give youngsters the special sup- 
port of the sacrament of Christian sol- 
dierhood at a time when the battle with 
the devil and the flesh will be hottest? 

Some writers maintain that first Holy 
Communion ought to come after confir- 
mation rather than before it. They find 
encouragement in the recent act of John 
XXIII as previously mentioned. In 
1932 the Sacred Congregation of the 
Sacraments said, inter alia, that it is 
truly opportune and even more con- 
formable to the nature and effects of 
confirmation that children should not 
approach the “sacred table” for the 
first time until after the reception of 
the sacrament of confirmation which is 
the complement of baptism. This was 
set forth by the Congregation, it noted, 
in order to obviate any error concern- 
ing the intention of Canon Law and 
the precept about the age of those ad- 
mitted for first Holy Communion. The 
decree declared further that this reply 
ought not to be understood as restrain- 
ing from the sacred table those who 
have reached the age of reason, even 
though perchance they have not yet 
had the opportunity of being con- 
firmed. (Cf. Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 
XXIV, p. 271.) 
Sacerdotal Sanctity: the 
Church’s Strength 


Striking a note familiar to us during 
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the pontificate of Pius XII, Pope John 
has hailed the priests’ sanctity as the 
greatest strength of Christ’s Church 
(L’Osservatore Romano, N. 130 
[30.097]). His Holiness took the occa- 
sion of a holy hour at St. Peter’s basilica 
on the feast of the Sacred Heart, dedi- 
cated to the sanctification of the Catho- 
lic priesthood throughout the world, to 
declare: “Truly the first and principal 
strength of the Church is the sanctity 
of the priesthood.” The Pope asked 
his audience not to cheer him! This 
toning-down of the traditional Italian 
enthusiasm was intended to stress the 
strictly religious nature of his appear- 
ance in the basilica. 

At the same time, he asked all to join 
their prayers to his special intention: 
divine guidance of the work of prepara- 
tion for the Ecumenical Council. “We 
look toward this great event,” said the 
Pope, ‘‘to give the interior structure of 
the Chureh new vigor; to lead all the 
sheep to heed the voice of the Shepherd 
and follow Him, that all may be in the 
one fold desired by the Heart of Jesus.” 


Preliminary Work for 
the Council 


The very influential Commissio Anti- 
preparatoria for the Council has been 
appointed. This Commission has four 
chief aims: to establish contact with 
the bishops of the world and to secure 
from them their advice and recommen- 
dations; to correlate the proposals made 
by the various offices of the Roman 
Curia; to outline the general topics to 
be handled by the Council, after having 
obtained the opinions of theologians and 
canonists of Catholic universities 
throughout the world; to set up the dif- 
ferent commissions, secretariats, etc., 
entrusted with the immediate prepara- 
tion of the business to be conducted by 
the Council. 


Part of the Council will be flashed 
out over TV for the world to see, if pres- 
ent plans along this line mature. The 
sessions to be seen and heard will be, of 
course, those that are of a public nature 
anyhow. The “working sessions” of the 
members will be closed to the public and 
would be of small general interest. 
Along with the telecasting there will be 
radio broadcasts, and movies will be 
taken. The ninety years since the last 
Ecumenical Council have done more for 
the techniques of communication than 
all of previous history, and the Church 
will show its “accommodated modern- 
ity” by full use of whatever media of 
the spoken and printed word are best 
adapted to expedite the vast work en- 
visioned. 


Fewer Audiences 


The office of the Maestro di Camera, 
charged with arranging papal audi- 
ences, has announced that hencefor- 
ward audiences of a private, special and 
group nature will be granted only in 
quite exceptional circumstances. The 
reason is obvious: the demand for 
them has become so great that it is im- 
possible to meet it. The Pope must give 
precedence to his official dz tabella audi- 
ences with the cardinals and members 
of the Roman Curia, and to the bishops 
coming to Rome for their regular ad 
limina visits. “It should be recalled,” 
the announcement pointed out, “that 
His Holiness carries an enormous bur- 
den of apostolic work besides the time 
he devotes to audiences, which alone 
takes up five hours of his day.” 


A Change in Plans 

It was reported in last month’s Roma 
Locuta that John XXIII would offici- 
ate at the marriage of Prince Albert of 
Belgium to Princess Paola Ruffo di 
Calabria, an Italian noblewoman. It 
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now appears that this plan underwent a 
bombardment. The wedding took place 
as scheduled on July 1, but it was not 
performed in Rome but in Brussels, and 
sine Papa. A hue and ery was raised by 
the Socialists of Belgium, noted for their 
anticlericalism, and these gentlemen in- 
sisted that a Belgium civil ceremony 
precede the religious rite. They 
claimed that this is necessary ad validi- 
tatem under their nation’s law. <A 
minor political crisis was brewed over 
these fires. 

L’Osservatore Romano commented on 
the claims of the Socialists, and cited 
parts of the civil law of Belgium which 
do indeed take cognizance of the mar- 
riage of Belgiums performed outside 
their land and who return to their own 
country. Nevertheless, despite the 
weakness of the arguments cooked up 
by those who opposed the wedding, the 
Pope decided to step aside and let the 
ceremony be held in the groom’s home- 
land. Officially, the Vatican made no 
comment on the altered altar plans. 


He Had a Word for the Greeks 


Pope John XXIII recently received 
King Paul and Queen Frederika of 
Greece in private audience. Speaking 
at first in French, he later changed to 
Greek—a delight to the visitors and a 
surprise as well. The Pope mentioned 
the debt of gratitude the Western world 
owes to ancient Greece, and he singled 
out for mention Plato, Aristotle, Soph- 
ocles, Euripides, Demosthenes and oth- 
ers, adding that he himself had found 
much benefit from their writings, keep- 
ing their works by his side from his 
youth. He named the early popes who 
were Greeks as well as the Greek Fa- 
thers of the Church. 

“We appreciate,” the Pontiff said in 
speaking of his own travels in Greece, 
“the full strength of character of your 
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people, their energy, their resistance, 
their religious spirit. We should like 
also to recall their courtesy. Many 
times in the personal journals we kept 
of our sojourns in Greece there are 
found references to the respectful and 
extended to us on 


cordial welcome 


every hand.” 


“Qld Soldiers Never Die” 


M. Vincent-Auriol, an old friend of 
the Pope and former president of 
France, visited His Holiness 
weeks ago (L’Osservatore Romano, N. 
85 [30.052]). The ex-politician was in 
Rome as the head of a large (20,000,- 
000) ex-servicemen’s organization which 
has adopted as its motto that of John 
XXIII: “Obedientia et Pax.” Vincent- 
Auriol placed the red biretta on the head 
of Archbishop Ronealli in 1953 when 
the Nuncio to France was created a 
cardinal by Pius XII. 


In greeting the members of the vet- 


a few 


erans’ federation in Rome recently, 
Pope John recalled his own World War 
I experiences for them. ‘We also were 
a sergeant,” he said. “We were in the 
artillery during the war and shall never 
forget the sufferings of the wounded and 
dying, at whose side we performed our 
priestly ministry. You can well imagine 
how much even then we implored the 
cessation of hostilities and the return of 
peace.” 


RELEVANCE 


M. Vincent-Auriol is in the tradition 
of leaders of French political life. He is 
not a practicing Catholic. But the Holy 
Father and he have been friends for 
some years now, and it is evident that 
the French politico, although he doesn’t 
embrace the Faith does, nevertheless, 
have deep respect and affection for 
John XXIII. 

In January, 1953, Vineent-Auriol was 
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president of the Republic, and so it was 
his privilege, in keeping with tradition, 
to place the red biretta upon the newly- 
created cardinal. Seeing this eminent 
ecclesiastic keeling before him during 
the ceremony, the Frenchman was 
deeply touched. Afterwards he de- 
clared: ‘‘He wasn’t kneeling before me, 
an unbeliever, but before the Pope 
whom I was, for that moment, repre- 
senting. But what struck me more than 
anything that evening was a sign of his 
pure goodness. He asked me, as a favor, 
to invite the mayor of his native village 
and three or four Italian peasants to the 
Elysée Palace (for the imposition of the 
biretta). All of them were moved to 
tears and wept throughout the cere- 





almost certainly, of suicide. 


fist and Modern Morality.” 





On Militant Pacifism 


Many a reader of these pages has met up with the militant pacifist, and 
pacifism claims too many Catholic adherents for comfort. Perhaps they 
have read too much into what Pope Pius XI said in 1930 that any nation 
contemplating modern warfare would be guilty of monstrous homicide and, 


That the traditional principles of Catholic theology in regard to war 
still hold good despite modern conditions was made quite clear by Pope 
Pius XII in his Easter Message of 1954. 

The militant pacifist is a worthy opponent, and he can quote Seripture 
in such a way as to leave proponents of legitimate self-defense sputtering 
in their teeth. Some months ago, therefore, we put this whole question up 
to Father Leslie Rumble, M.S8.C.,8.T.D., and we are happily now in posses- 
sion of a two-article series: ‘The Pacifist and the Bible” and “The Paci- 


Our simple notice in June regarding Father Rumble’s forthcoming “The 
Book of Morman” has brought in numerous requests for reprints. 


mony. Can a Socialist remain indiffer- 
ent to the tears of the workers?”’ 

Later, when Cardinal Ronealli had 
become Patriarch of Venice, M. Vin- 
cent-Auriol, who was visiting there, saw 
the Archbishop coming into the foyer 
of the hotel where Vincent-Auriol was 
stopping. Noticing that people all 
about him were kneeling or bowing to 
the august person of the Patriarch, the 
President of France was embarrassed 
as to what should be his own reaction, 
since he was both the head of a nation 
and also a non-practicing Catholic. The 
Cardinal, with his now-familiar human 
touch, walked over and embraced the 
politician, just as if he were the prodigal 
son come home. 
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Hommes 


on the Liturgy of 
the Sundays and Feasts 
By CHARLES W. PARIS 


Father Paris, a priest of the diocese of 
Reno, is currently on assignment in the dio- 
cese of Harrisburg. In addition to parochial 
assignments he has served in various chap- 
laincies and has authored several pamphlets. 








God’s Work on God's Day 


Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


“And they could not answer him these things” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: understood and appreciated. Christ 
(1) Here-and-now or hereafter rewards performs a work of mercy on the Sab- 

’ > ? . . ~ 
wanted; bath to indicate that the day of God 


(2) “Business-as-usual” Sunday. 
(3) Sunday: holy day or holiday? 


(4) Conclusion: How unreasonable to 
ask for an eternity of heaven when some reward. In more technical lan- 


we are loathe to give God one day _— guage we say that the will tends toward 

out of seven. a “good.” Accordingly, Christ holds 
before His hearers two classes of human 

The Gospel message of today em- acts: those done for a spiritual reward, 
phasizes the endless contention which good, and those done for a material 
must exist between those who seek the reward. He points out that acts per- 


is only for the work of God. 
All human acts are performed for 


things of the world and those who formed for material good possess their 
strive for the things of God. own immediate reward; acts performed 
HERE-AND-NOW OR for spiritual reward, such as the use of 
HEREAFTER REWARDS? the Lord’s Day for the Lord’s work, 


, ; have no such immediate reward, yet 
Despite their constant harassment, 7 


Christ continues His mission to the 
Pharisees—to teach them both the for the here-and-now compensation is 
hyprocrisy of lip-serving God while — the wordly, selfish act; to do it for God 
seeking the rewards of the world, and or for the good of another in His name 
the wisdom that only in the preference _ is the selfless act, and its recompense is 
of the supernatural can the natural be _ in eternity. 


they do have their reward. To do good 


1024 








ost 


% 


GOD’S WORK ON GOD’S DAY 


“BUSINESS-AS-USUAL” SUNDAY 


No less important today than on the 
day when Christ confronted the Phari- 
sees is the matter of how we must use 
the Sabbath. The identical question is 
being argued and re-argued before the 
courts of the land today, and the whole 
matter is more than aggravating. 

What is behind the question, “Is it 
lawful to do work on the Lord’s Day?” 

Six days is man given that he may 
provide the things of the world; one 
day is he to set aside for the purposes 
of the Lord. Yet, how shrewdly man 
connives that with lip service he may 
satisfy the letter of the law, while in 
fact he violates its spirit! How he 
belittles the deeds done in the true 
spirit of the day and exalts those per- 
formed for worldly glorification. What 
a misdirected Sunday which is not set 
aside for God’s glorification! 

The same is true of the “business- 
as-usual” Sunday. Merchandising on 
this day is not only wrong for the pro- 
prietor who decrees that his establish- 
ment shall keep open, but also for the 
clerk who willingly works and for the 
purchaser who patronizes. It is a re- 
jection of the heavenly reward for 
properly using the Lord’s Day when, 
for the sake of material gain and 
worldly luxury, the choice is made to 
work the Sunday shift “because it pays 
double time.” 


HOLY DAY OR HOLIDAY? 

While there are those who offend the 
spirit of the Sabbath by servile works, 
there are those who offend in still an- 


other way. Sunday is supposed to be a 
day of rest, and this has been distorted 
so much that for some it is nothing more 
than a holiday for rest and pleasure. 
As Christmas is supposed to be a holy- 
day rather than a holiday, so now Sun- 
day has become a holiday. The roads 
are jammed with cars returning to the 
business-as-usual schedule, but where 
was the day spent, and how much time 
was given over to the true spirit of the 
Sabbath? 

In today’s Gospel, Christ has given 
to the modern world, as much as to the 
Pharisees of His own day, the unequiv- 
ocal answer to whose is the Sabbath 
day. As it was true for His contem- 
poraries who forgot that the works of 
love are the works of the Lord and, 
therefore, proper to His day, so it is 
equally true for those of today who fail 
to dedicate by worship and self-denial 
this one day of the seven for its Maker. 

It seems somewhat unreasonable on 
our part to expect that God will grant 
us the eternity of heaven when we our- 
selves are loathe to set even one day 
aside to give Him honor and glory. 
And should this unreasonableness be 
brought to our attention by the Divine 
Judge, the words of today’s Gospel may 
well sum up the interview: “And they 
could not answer him these things.” 
Like the palsied man, therefore, let us 
place ourselves in all humility and 
faith at the disposal of God’s will and 
be obedient to it. Let our activity in 
this world be directed to the glory of 
God and to our own eventual exalta- 
tion. 


(Homilies continued on succeeding pages.) 
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Choose Your Side 


Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 


“4nd no one could answer him” 


OUTLINE: 
(1) The greatest commandment. 
(2) Pharisees’ idea of the Messvah. 
(3) Divine rebuttal of this belief. 
How do we love God? 


(4) Conclusion: 

What is the greatest commandment? 
It is imperative that man know the 
answer, for his knowledge will be the 
guide to his actions, and by these ac- 
tions will he be judged. 

The greatest commandment is ob- 
viously that from which all others flow 
and because of which all others stand. 
Our Lord gave the answer to the Phari- 
sees: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with thy whole heart, and with 
thy whole soul, and with thy whole 
mind.” And the word which we should 
note here is “love.” 

The dominating love of a man will 
chart his actions and determine his 
rewards. Actions which are done out 
of love of God are good actions; ac- 
tions which are done out of love of the 
world and to the exclusion of God are 
evil actions. The former merit eternal 
heaven with God; the latter earn only 
the passing reward of this world. 

The greatest commandment, 
ever, specifies that this love must be of 
“the Lord thy God.” Christ is the 
source of love, for He came from God; 
He is the fulfillment of love, for He 
consummated His life by the love-act 
of His death; and His entire message is 
a call to the world to return to the love 
of God. 


how- 


PHARISEES’ IDEA OF MESSIAH 


The doubters who put Christ to the 
test in today’s Gospel were not satis- 
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(Gospel). 


fied at all with the understanding of the 
Messiah as Christ explained it. They 
therefore, acknowledge 
These doubters 


would not, 
Christ as Messiah. 
had their love set upon the world, and 
so they sought a political deliverer. 
He was to come from the line of David 
—with this there was no argument. 
But in the sense that David was their 
king and his kingdom was worldly, so 
did they desire his suecessor to reward 
their allegiance with a worldly realm. 
In contrast to this, Christ identifies 
Himself as Messiah with the Law and 
the Prophets under their spiritual as- 
pect. He teaches that their greatness 
‘annot be identified with the service 
of the world, but with the love of God. 


DIVINE REBUTTAL 


To assail their divided and illogical 
allegiance, Christ points out to His 
hearers the impossibility of their posi- 
tion. If the greatness of David were 
of the world and in its service he found 
his meaning and expressed his love, 
then how could his psalmiec utterance 
be the sublime act of faith and sub- 
mission to the pre-eminence of God? 
How could such divergence in David’s 
loyalties merit him a place as a chosen 
one of God? David’s utterance of love 
and loyalty to the son of God could 
have proceeded only from his faith, for 
we love only what we know and be- 
lieve. 

Regarding the matter of David's 
faith, they have no reply; and in mani- 
festing their own lack of faith, the 
Pharisees acknowledge their lack of 
love. Before His espousal of love of 








AN OLD-FASHIONED CURE 


God as the foundation of all law and 
faced with their own choice of the love 
of the world, “no man was able to 
answer Him a word.” 

How sincerely may we today answer 
the question as to what is the greatest 


of our loves? 


Does the pattern of our 
day-to-day living give the lie to our 
protestation of God as the source and 
Have we 
sought and desired the things of the 
world and by-passed the laws of God? 


direction of all our loves? 


Are we interested in the spreading of 
God’s truth, or are we indifferent? Do 
we believe that there is danger in free 
association with heretical sects and un- 
believers, or are we “broadminded” in 
our dealings, sometimes minimizing the 
errors of their beliefs? Do we feel that 
it is not socially acceptable to be mis- 
sionaries, to bring knowledge of the 
true Church to our associates? 

There is a frightening complacency in 
the plight of the Church, persecuted 
throughout the world, and our toler- 
ance and recognition of its persecutors 
who degrade the level of mankind and 


An Old-Fashioned Cure 


Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


reject the sovereignty of God in the 
affairs of men. Whether it be personal 
or national policy, it indicts us as advo- 
cates of a temporal messiah rather than 
of the divine Christ. 

In today’s Gospel excerpt, Christ 
speaks to all men of the twentieth cen- 
tury, whose boast is their conquest of 
space rather than self-conquest. He 
warns them, as He did His questioners, 
that unless their love be directed to 
God and through Him to His creatures, 
all is in vain. He reminds us through 
the Pharisees that if their David is an 
ideal only in the order of temporal 
comfort, power and success, then we 
shall be confounded when we try to 
answer the question of the relation of 
our deeds to David’s own love. 

It now remains that we answer the 
question: “What think you of Christ?” 
Our deeds will tell whose Son we know 
Him to be. All of our relationships 
will be based on that knowledge. Let 
our lives follow this knowledge so that 
it may not be said of us that “no one 
could answer him a word.” 


“Be of good heart, son” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Man assigns the evil. 
(2) An undefined and frustrating faith. 
(3) Paralysis of the soul. 
(4) Conclusion: The 


has an old-fashioned cure: 


Physician 


faith. 


divine 


In today’s Gospel, Christ is in the 
company of sinners. This same setting 
recurs constantly throughout our 
Lord’s public life. Why is God so 
ready and willing to mingle with the 
wordly, those who live apart from His 


Law? All-Goodness goes out of His 
way to mingle with sinners in order to 
reconcile the sinner with His Heavenly 
Father, for this is why He came. 
Everlasting Truth seeks out error be- 
cause He was sent to be witness to the 
truth. 


MAN ASSIGNS EVIL 


Sin is the result of the worldly spirit, 
that deordination whereby a creature 
chooses the created in preference to 
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the Uncreated. Because sin stands in 
opposition to divine purposes, God 
must come to earth to overpower sin 
and redeem the sinner. 

When the sinless Christ came among 
sinners, He did not despise the human 
nature possessed by the sinner. He 
took upon Himself that same human 
nature, with its limitations, and used 
the human to work out the plan of 
Divinity. In this sublime fashion our 
Lord teaches us that there is no evil 
intrinsic to the things of the world, that 
in the proper order they are means 
created to help us reach the ultimate 
and eternal end of man. Only in the 
misuse of creatures do men turn away 
from their true goal. Man’s choice of 
created beings for evil ends constitutes 
evil. In this is sin, man’s spiritual 
sickness which the divine Physician has 
come to heal. 


UNDEFINED AND 
FRUSTRATING FAITH 


Then, even as today, scoffers re- 
jected faith. Credence was limited to 
the visible and tangible things about 
them. Chained to the earthy, they lost 
sight of the self-abasement which 
clothed divine power under human 
gentleness. Refusing to believe the 
miracle of the soul, they contemptu- 
ously denounced it: “He blasphemeth.”’ 

Christ, on the other hand, could ap- 
preciate the weakness of the nature 
they bore; He could sympathize for 
the bonds they were unwilling to break. 
He would press to the maximum His 
mission to the blinded sinners; He 
would once and for all tear asunder the 
cloak of ignorance which beclouded 
the intellect, and He would do this by 
using the very material they divinized. 
He would take the wracked body and 
make it whole again! “Arise... go 
into thy house.” 


1028 


PARALYSIS OF THE SOUL 


To the soul made paralyzed to meri- 
torious works by the disease of sin, the 
gentle Christ holds forth the cure as 
He did to the paralytic. But the con- 
dition of the cure also remains the 
same: faith. Whether it be the nation 
or the individual who comes for His 
healing, Christ still demands a deep 
conviction in His power. It is idle for 
the curious and the skeptical to ap- 
proach; but for the man, humble in 
faith, the divine Physician will work 
the cure. 

When twentieth-century men echo 
again the sinful desire of Eden—“We 
shall be like unto God’”—and in their 
material luxury and scientific progress 
acknowledge man’s capacity alone as 
limitless, they paralyze their faith. In 
the sickness of their sins they are low- 
ered not to the feet of a merciful God, 
but to the black spectre of their own 
destruction. To the monster of the 
material god that they have created 
they ery out, “Thou blaspheme!” And 
the idol of materialism mocks them. 





THE CURE IS THE SAME 


Today the same Christ is dedicated 
to the same task—to bring truth to the 
sinner that He may reconcile him with 
the Father. But are the men of our 
day any wiser? Will they be able to 
see through the glitter of their material 
kingdom to the transcendent glory of 
the Kingdom beyond? Will the power 
of God be accepted in the affairs of 
men or will they accuse Him of blas- 
phemy because He takes retribution 
for their worldliness by rendering them 
immobile under its unsupportable load 
and frustrated by its goal-less striv- 
ings? 

The divine Judge is also the divine 
Physician. In this lies the hope of the 
twentieth as well as of all other cen- 


. 


RC | 


W 


TEMP 


BE MESSENGERS OF THE LORD 


turies. Before the immutable decision 
of God is rendered, the sickness can be 
healed. In a new dedication to God 
and spiritual destiny, man can break 


the shackles in which his material 
world and own sinfulness have bound 
him; his soul can soar again into the 


house of its Father. 


Be Messengers of the Lord 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


“And he sent his servants” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) The invitation to the wedding-feast is 
refused. 

(2) Who may come? 

(3) Catholics are messengers of the King. 

(4) Conclusion: Messengers who extend 
the invitation of the King may ex- 
pect no better treatment than did 
the servants in the parable. 


.The Gospel reading for this Sunday 
portrays the great love feast which God 
has planned for man’s arrival at the 
summit after his earthly travel. After 
that long and often arduous journey 
will be the union of God and man. So 
glorious will be the meeting of the Lover 
and the beloved, even Our Lord could 
conceive of no better description than 
to picture it as a nuptial. 

The melancholy prospect of upset 
plans pervades the anticipation of the 
happy event. The waiting Master may 
be forsaken by the guest for whom He 
waits. To forestall such a tragic con- 
sequence, He sends out reminders of 
His preparation, of the delights await- 
ing. But the worst is realized: the 
guests will not arrive. Faced with the 
choice of the spiritual delight to come 
or the momentary satisfaction of the 
material, these guests have chosen the 
latter. Indeed, the rebuke of divine 
hospitality is made conclusive, for the 
messengers are set upon and their mes- 
sage silenced. 

What has been prepared, however, 


shall not go unaccepted. The power of 
God will endure beyond any attraction 
of the world. Eventually the heavenly 
hall is filled, the feast is consumed, and 
the union of God and man is com- 
pleted. 


WHO MAY COME? 


What is the requirement for this 
happy ending? Christ shows us by 
singling out the disqualifying element: 
unless we be properly attired, we can 
have no place in the nuptial feast. 

Weddings are not forced, nor are 
they prearranged without the consent 
of the parties involved. The eternal 
readiness and willingness of God to be 
a party to the rite is manifest from the 
time of man’s creation. But man? 
Can God force man to choose the 
heavenly? Can He predetermine that 
He will take man into His family, 
worthy or not? No, for God has al- 
ready established the creature’s nature 
as free. Man is free to prefer the 
heavens to the earth and, because of his 
eligibility for material rewards, he is 
free also to reject the spiritual rewards. 

In full knowledge of this fact, on the 
part of both God and man, the invita- 
tion is extended. Man may put on the 
wedding garment and enter, or he may 
refuse to be clothed as one of God’s 
family, and be cast out. The choice 
“js not God’s; it is man’s. 
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The wedding garment acceptable to 
God is the disposition of man’s spirit, 
the clothing of his soul. 

The clothing of the soul is man’s life 
work. Deed by deed he chooses God or 
rejects God; each positive choice en- 
haneces the worth of his garment; each 
negative choice unfrocks him. The 
ultimate determinant comes down to 
this: Did man use the material crea- 
tion, over which he was made master, 
as his ladder to ascend to God, or did 
he set created things in opposition to 
God. 
God or a slave of the world? 


His choice is simple: a son of 
He can- 
not serve both masters. 


CATHOLICS ARE THE 
KING’S MESSENGER 


It is not enough that we belong to the 
Chureh, that we profess its doctrine. 
Unless we live its precepts, we belong 
to it in vain. From this it must also be 
conceded that those who, through no 
culpability of their own, are not ac- 
the Church, 
vet conform their wills to God’s, are 
indeed in the favor of God because in 
spirit they are of His Church. In the 
soul of the righteous man dwell the 


knowledged members of 


love of God and desire of His Kingdom. 
This is his garment for the wedding 
feast. 

To those, moreover, who enjoy the 
privilege of support and encouragement 
of the Chureh established by God that 
man might be brought to Him, there 
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falls a corresponding duty to offer a 
more perfect service to the Master. To 
them is given not only an invitation to 
the nuptials, but also the charge to be 
messengers of the King’s invitation. 
They must show by their daily lives a 
recognizable dedication to the kingdom 
of God, making known to those outside 
the true Chureh the invitation that 
awaits them, letting them know that in 
the company of Christ’s chosen ones 
there is the safest and surest means for 
securing the garment of sanctification 
which is the credential for admission to 
the divine feast. 

Can messengers of such tidings ex- 
pect to be received any more graciously 
today than were those in today’s Gos- 
pel narrative? Worldly scorn of the 
courageous performance of duty under 
the pressure of ridicule, of sacrifice of 
material comforts in loyalty to prinei- 
ple, of chastisement of self for the love 
of neighbor, of privation of temporal 
goods for the accumulation of eternal 
rewards—are not these the choices 
made by all of God’s messengers from 
the dawn of the conflict? 

Our Gospel parable, then, gives the 
Christian his direction in life. It is his 
own to choose, for it is truly an invita- 
tion. The condition of invitation is 
made known to him: put on the gar- 
ment of inner worthiness; love the 
spirit of God rather than the clay of the 


earth. 
ve messengers of the Lord! 


May your choice be heavenly, 








The Cure of Ars, 


Parish Priest 


By RT. REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


ry. 

1 HE YEAR 1959 marks the cente- 
nary of the death of a noble priest of 
God, Jean-Marie Vianney. He is 
known in history as the Curé d’Ars. 
Some years ago the distinguished hagi- 
ographer, Henri Ghéon, wrote a charm- 
ing, readable story of the life of the 
Curé, and entitled it The Secret of the 
Curé d’Ars. -This volume was trans- 
lated into English by F. J. Sheed in 
1946.! 


LIFE OUTLINED 


The beginning of the story is cast in 
the form of a fable. “Once upon a time 
there lived in France in the Province of 
Lyons a little peasant boy, a Christian 
who from his earliest days loved soli- 
tude and loved God. As the clever gen- 
tlemen in Paris who had made the Rev- 
olution prevented people from praying, 
he used to go with his parents to hear 
Mass in a barn. The priests were in 
hiding, and when they were caught their 
heads were cut off with all available 
neatness. That is why it entered Jean- 
Marie Vianney’s head to become a 
priest. 

“But though he was much given to 
prayer he had no learning. He tended 
sheep, he ploughed the fields. He en- 
tered his seminary late and failed in all 
his examinations. But at last, as voea- 

*The Secret of the Curé d’Ars, by Henri 


Ghéon, translated by F. J. Sheed (Sheed & 
W ard, London; 1946). 


tions happened to be scarce, they de- 
cided that they might as well take him. 
He was appointed to Ars, and there he 
stayed till he died, France’s least curé 
in France’s least village. 








Editor of The Catholic Educator, au- 
thor of texts for schools, formerly Super- 
intendent of Schools in the Pittsburgh 
diocese, Vice-President General of 
N.C.E.A., Msgr. Campbell is now in his 
30th year in charge of our educational 


section. 





“But, at any rate, he really was curé 
there, which doesn’t always happen, and 
he was curé with such thoroughness that 
France’s least village had France’s 
greatest curé, so that the whole of 
France made pilgrimage to see him. 
Now, he converted all who came to him, 
and if he had not died, he would have 
converted the whole of France. He 
cured souls and bodies, he read hearts 
like a book. 

“And the Blessed Virgin visited him, 


~ 
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and the foul fiend dragged him by the 
heels but could not prevent him being a 
saint. They made him a Canon, a 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honour— 
and later they beatified him. (The 
Curé of Ars was canonized in 1925.) 
But while he lived, he could never make 
out why. Which was a very good proof 
that he had deserved his glory. 

“All this happened in the nineteenth 
century, which in Paradise, where they 
know the true value of men, is called 
‘The Century of the Curé d’Ars,’ but, of 
course, France could searcely be ex- 
pected to know that.” 


THIS WAS A PRIEST! 


Here in short compass is the history 
of this saintly priest. There is no means 
of computing the number of souls he 
gained for God. His great apostolate 
of souls began practically on the day of 
his ordination in 1815 and continued 
over a period of forty-four years until 
his death in 1859. Even on his death- 
bed he ministered to those who came to 
him in the interest of the salvation of 
their souls. One of his biographers esti- 
mates that he brought 80,000 sinners 
back to the service of God, but it is im- 
possible to express in mere numbers the 
extent of his work and its influence. 
The fact that he is known today rather 
as the Curé d’Ars than as Saint John 
Vianney stresses the truth that he was a 
true priest of God who found his way 
to salvation through the discharge of 
the daily duties of a simple parish 
priest. Little wonder that he has to- 
day become the patron saint of every 
parish priest. 


THE VIANNEY FAMILY 


It is evident at once to one who reads 
his story that his vocation was nour- 
ished within the bosom of a thoroughly 
Christian family. The Vianney fam- 
ily had long held their small farm at 
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Dardilly, located in a sequestered spot 
in the hills not far from Lyon. Here in 
1770 a sturdy peasant, Pierre Vianney, 
was head of the family. The Vianney 
family were better circumstanced than 
many of their countrymen who at this 
point were beginning to experience the 
evils consequent upon the flagrant dis- 
regard for the social welfare of the com- 
mon people that was characteristic of 
the ruling powers in France in the clos- 
ing decades of the eighteenth century. 

Pierre Vianney, enjoying a reasonable 
degree of security, was able to offer suc- 
cor to many who stood in need. A rap- 
idly increasing number of the poor had 
‘no niche in the social scheme of the 
times.” It was a boast with the Vian- 
ney family that Pierre had given hos- 
pitality to many beggars who tramped 
from village to village, and that one 
day he was host to St. Benedict Joseph 
Labre, “whose enigmatic life can be 
seen as a protest against the enforced 
poverty and destitution that afflicted 
many of his fellow-countrymen.” To 
Benedict, later to be known as the beg- 
gar saint, Pierre Vianney gave a bow] 
of soup and a night’s lodging in the 
barn. Benedict, unlike the others, some 
time later sent a letter of thanks, long 
treasured in the Vianney family. 

In 1778 Pierre Vianney’s son Mat- 
thieu married Marie Béluse of Ecully. 
Our Jean-Marie was the fourth of six 
children born of this marriage. He was 
born May 8, 1786, and baptized the 
same day. “He was born,” writes Shep- 
pard, “into a France that was fast pass- 
ing away, the France of the old order, 
of the ancien régime; as a child he ex- 
perienced, to the extent that one be- 
tween the ages of three and fifteen in a 
rural district could do so, the upheaval 
of the Revolution, the persecution of re- 
ligion and proscription of the priest- 
hood. He had his roots, then, in a pe- 
riod which, though just ending, was to 
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exert on him a strong influence that re- 
mained for the rest of his days.” 


STATUS OF THE CHURCH IN FRANCE 


It was providential that Jean-Marie 
was brought up by parents and taught 
by priests who belonged to the old or- 
der. In their faith was found none of 
the formalism rapidly becoming charac- 
teristic of the faith of millions in 
France. To the Vianney family the 
faith was a living reality, and they 
never encountered the irreligion to be 
found in Paris or in Lyon. The new 
ideas of the Revolution hardly pene- 
trated to Dardilly. It is to be noted, 
however, that with the suppression of 
the Jesuits in 1773 the Jansenists be- 
came more powerful and stirred up dis- 
cord and disorder in many quarters. 
The Deist philosophers, Gallicanism, 
and religious formalism entrapped 
many, but, on the brighter side, many 
country parishes remained loyal to 
Catholic faith and practice. It is not 
without significance that the output of 
religious literature was large. Books of 
popular instruction for the laity 
abounded, and the teachings of St. 
Francis de Sales, Louis de Granada, 
Louis Lallemant, and others were 
spread widely through books adapted 
for the use of all. Sheppard attributes 
great influence to Nicolas Letourneau’s 
Christian Year, a work of ten volumes, 
which “formed generations of Chris- 
tians, some of whom at the French Rev- 
olution proved their mettle.” 

It was in this atmosphere that Jean- 
Marie was born. He was brought up in 
a Christian household where he learned 
his prayers well by praying with his 
parents and his family. Sheppard re- 
marks at this point that children whose 


* Portrait of a Parish Priest, by Lancelot C. 
Sheppard (The Newman Press, Westminster, 
Maryland; 1958). 


prayers “are heard” every night, but 
who never see their parents pray, are 
less fortunate. At a very early age the 
future curé learned the gospel story 
and the truths of religion at his own 
level of understanding. He early evi- 
denced a love for solitude and he en- 
joyed much of it, first as a child accom- 
panying his elders to the fields and later 
in discharging his minor duties as a 
shepherd and a farmer. The example 
of his mother taught him to visit the 
church frequently, to hear Mass when- 
ever he could, and her precepts and ex- 
ample were major factors in his early 
formation. In later years Jean-Marie 
said on more than one occasion that he 
owed his love of prayer and of the 
Church to her. 

As the Revolution advanced from one 
excess to another, the Catholic families 
of France were subjected to marked 
handicaps in the practice of their re- 
ligion. The Civil Constitution of the 
Clergy in 1790 called for an oath of fi- 
delity from the clergy. Opinions dif- 
fered on the point of whether it was per- 
missible to take the oath with the res- 
ervation of remaining in union with 
Rome. The non-juring priest was in 
danger of his life, but many of the 
clergy took the oath, with reservations, 
and remained in their parishes. Many 
devoted Catholies refused the services 
of the juring priests on the ground that 
they were schismatics. Among these 
were the Vianneys. Frequently they 
were ministered to secretly by a loyal 
priest with a price on his head. Jean- 
Marie was seareely old enough to com- 
prehend the danger to which his family 
was subject, but the loyalty of his par- 
ents to the Faith could not but edify 
him, 


YEARS OF FORMATION 


It is easy to realize the difficulties in 
+he way of a child receiving an educa- 
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tion under the circumstances recounted. 
During the winters of 1795, 1796, and 
1797 Jean-Marie had an opportunity to 
attend an elementary school where he 
learned to read and to write and to 
figure simple sums, but little more. He 
was diligent, however, and possessed a 
good memory, and these few short ses- 
sions were not without fruit. In 1797 
a traveling priest was startled to hear 
that he had never been to confession, 
and immediately made arrangements 
for him to receive the sacrament of 
penance. He made his first communion 
in 1799, and the clandestine character 
of the ceremony is of record. 

As Jean-Marie advanced in adoles- 
cense he began to show more clearly his 
attraction for the things of religion. 
Long before this he had confided to his 
mother that he desired to become a 
priest that he might gain souls for God. 
He made a practice of praying at his 
work, of offering his work as a prayer, 
of reading the lives of the saints, the 
Imitation, and the Gospels. Nightly he 
read his few spiritual books; his mother 
finally told him that he must take all 
the sleep he could. 

A greater toleration came with the 
advent of Bonaparte. With the ratifi- 
cation of his Concordat in April 1802, 
the Chureh in France emerged from 
the catacombs. Jean-Marie could give 
definite thought to pursuing a course of 
studies toward the priesthood. He re- 
ceived much encouragement from close 
relatives, but his lack of learning was 
a definite obstacle. Priests were sorely 
needed, particularly in the villages of 
France, but his father thought the 
priesthood an impossible goal for Jean- 
Marie. Fortunately, Abbé Charles 
Balley, now parish priest of Ecully, 
took an interest in his vocation. Re- 
turning to school in his twentieth year, 
Jean-Marie made moderate progress in 
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the Latin language, and Abbé Balley 
encouraged him to proceed. But at this 
point Napoleon was in dire need of 
soldiers, and Jean-Marie was called to 
the colors. No substitute was avail- 
able; Jean-Marie must go. 


REJECTS NAPOLEON’S CALL 


Early in January 1810 he set out to 
join Napoleon’s army. He was de- 
flected from his purpose by a man who 
found him exhausted on the way. The 
tired conscript followed his new friend 
to a safe refuge in the mountain fast- 
ness. Here he met M. Paul Fayot, the 
mayor of the hamlet of Robins. Under 
the name of Jerome Vincent, Jean- 
Marie spent the next two years at 
Robins where he was safe from detec- 
tion. It is said that Mayor Fayot as- 
sured the conscript that he, the mayor, 
could dispense him from serving with 
the army. Jean-Marie took up what- 
ever work was assigned him, and spent 
the evenings teaching the little Fayots 
reading, writing, and the catechism. On 
the occasion of an amnesty granted by 
Napoleon, Jean-Marie found himself 
free to return home, where his younger 
brother Francois agreed to take his 
place in military service. 

Biographers have written much to 
exculpate Jean-Marie in the matter of 
military service. Moral theologians 
would readily exempt him from the ob- 
ligation of military service in such a 
‘ase as his. In 1810, it is certain that 
Napoleon was engaging in an offensive 
war for the sake of conquest. Moral 
theology tells the individual citizen that 
“he must go to war if commanded, un- 
less he has the sincere conviction in his 
conscience that the war is unjust.” One 
of Jean-Marie’s friends closed the inci- 
dent with the assertion that “he (Jean- 
Marie) had never believed that his con- 
science was chargeable.” 
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ACCEPTS GOD’S CALL 

Jean-Marie returned to his studies 
with renewed resolution. M. Balley 
took his pupil back. Older than his 
teacher and less learned than the young- 
est pupil, he did not sueced well. But 
he prayed as excellently as he worked 
badly. The Grand Seminaire of Lyon 
rejected him after six months, chiefly 
because of his poor mastery of Latin. 
M. Balley then took him into his own 
home and tutored him, but again he 
failed his examination as a candidate 
for minor orders. A second examina- 
tion, requested by M. Balley, went just 
a little better. Finally, they sent him 
to the Vicar-General, who stressed piety 
rather than learning; he accepted Jean- 
Marie. “The grace of God will do the 
rest,” said the Vicar-General. Shortly 
after this interview Jean-Marie re- 
ceived, by special favor, all the minor 
orders and the subdiaconate. In the 
following year he was ordained a dea- 
con. A few months later, after passing 
a much better examination, he was on 
August 13, 1815 ordained a priest. The 
next day he offered to God for the first 
time the sacrifice of the Mass. 

The young priest was sent as curate 
to M. Balley in the parish of Ecully. 
In the light of his later career at Ars, 
the three years spent at Ecully seemed 
but an interlude. Crowds thronged to 
hear his sermons, and though he had 
not faculties to hear confessions, every- 
body wanted his counsel. ‘Almost 
overnight he found himself an object 
of the world’s regard.” Under the guid- 
ance of M. Balley he resumed his study 
of theology, and soon his pastor begged 
the diocesan authorities to grant him 
faculties. M. Balley, a saintly priest, 
was his first penitent. When the pastor 
Was in danger of death three years later, 
he handed over his instruments of pen- 
ance to his beloved curate. “Here, my 
poor Vianney,” he said, as we find re- 
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lated by the Abbé Monnin, “hide them. 
If people found them after my death 
they would believe that I have done 
something by way of expiation for my 
sins, and so they would leave me in 
Purgatory till the end of the world.” 


ASSIGNMENT IN ARS 


In 1818 the Abbé Vianney was as- 
signed to Ars. He left the region of 
his birth, never again to see it except 
for one brief space. The village to 
which he was sent as pastor wore a sad 
and wretched aspect. The bulk of the 
population remained for a time indiffer- 
ent to his coming. The new district 
varied between sheer ugliness and sheer 
plainness. He had but a humble 
church, which pleased him, but the 
comparative elegance of the presbytery 
displeased him. He _ returned the 
leather chairs to the lady at the cha- 
teau; she had lent them to his pred- 
ecessor. 

He was not without knowledge of his 
new parish. The Vicar-General had 
said to him: “My friend, you have been 
appointed Curé of Ars. It is a little 
parish where there is not much love of 
God; you must put some into it.” He 
found that many drank to excess, swore 
volubly, worked on Sunday, knew little 
of their religion, and danced at any ex- 
cuse. The many cabarets of the town 
were frequented by his parishioners. 

The new curé moved among the peo- 
ple. Almost everywhere he was re- 
ceived with friendliness, but, aside from 
a few chosen souls, they seemed indif- 
ferent to his ministrations. “Out of 
fifty families there were five or six 
really devout, in addition to the lady of 
the chateau, Mlle. des Garets, a holy 
woman by any standard.” 

From his pulpit he addressed them 
the following Sunday: “Christ wept 
over Jerusalem . . . I weep over you. 
How can I help weeping, my brethren? 
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Hell exists. It is not my invention. 
God has told us. And you pay no heed 

. you do all that is necessary to be 
sent to it. You blaspheme the Name of 
God. You spend your evenings in the 
cabarets. You give yourselves to the 
sinful pleasures of dancing. You steal 
from your neighbour’s field. You do a 
things which are offences 
Do you think then that 
He sees you, 


world of 
against God. 
God does not see you? 
my children, as I see you, and you shall 
be treated accordingly. What misery! 
Hell exists. I beg you: think of hell. 
Do you think that your curé will let you 
be cast into hell to burn there for ever 
and ever! Are you going to cause this 
suffering to your curé?” 

Sunday after Sunday he talked fer- 
vently to them about their shorteom- 
ings. He gave them a picture of what 
God demanded of them. He knew that 
his task was nothing less than to root 
out of his parish ignorance, apathy, and 
lack of conscience, blasphemy, impurity, 
lying, and the frenzied hunt for pleas- 
ure. 

Gradually the people yielded to his 
pleas. At first, his mode of life shocked 
them. He used only two rooms, the 
kitchen downstairs and the bedroom 
upstairs; he wished no one to live with 
him. The furniture was little more than 
a saucepan, a bookshelf, a table, a few 
seats, a bed. Some of the good people 
of Ars resented his plain living and 
made it clear that they wished him to 
enjoy a certain degree of ease and com- 
fort. But their curé was of a different 
mind; he lived an ascetic life, flogged 
himself strenuously, with a knotted 
cord. The woman who washed _ his 
clothes found the left shoulder of his 
shirt “all torn and stained with blood.” 
He had read of devils that could be cast 
out by nothing but prayer and fasting, 
and he took this gospel message quite 
simply and literally. He ate sparingly 
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and spent much time before the taber- 
nacle in prayer. Mealtime gave him a 
chance to pay visits in his parish and he 
thus became personally acquainted with 
every member in it. 

He worked hard over his sermons, for 
hours in the morning, during the day, 
and in the evening. His reading cen- 
tered in the lives of Our Lord and of the 
saints, and in pious books of his own 
with a special preference for 
We can assume that he 


choosing, 
the Imitation. 
encouraged his flock to read excellent 


Catholie books. 
CONFESSOR AND COUNSELLOR 


We have selected from the accounts 
of his biographers sufficient facts to por- 
tray what manner of man Abbé Vian- 
ney was. His humble exercise of the 
functions of a parish priest in a remote 
French hamlet gave him = renown 
throughout France and the Christian 
world. Symbolic of his solicitude for 
the material as well as the spiritual wel- 
fare of his flock was the institution he 
founded a few years after coming to 
Ars, “The Providence,’ a sort of or- 
phanage for destitute girls. There he 
lovingly instructed them in the simple 
truths of the catechism. His catecheti- 
cal instructions grew in popularity and 
at last they were given every day in the 
chureh to large crowds. 

“But the chief labor of the Curé 
d’Ars,” Otten in The 
Catholic Encyclopedia, “was the direc- 
First he drew his own 


writes Susan T. 


tion of souls.” 
flock to the confessional; later, people 
came from distant places, then from all 
parts of France, and finally, from other 
countries, that they might confess to 
him. In the closing years cf his aposto- 
late, he spent from sixteen to eighteen 
hours a day in the confessional. His 
advice was sought by bishops, priests, 
religious, young men and women in 
doubt as to their vocation, sinners, per- 


s 


por - 
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sons in all sorts of difficulties, and the 
sick. Pilgrims came in thousands in 
these closing years of his apostolate. 
The most distinguished persons, among 
them the eloquent Lacordaire, visited 
Ars to see the holy curé and to hear his 
daily instruction. These instructions 
were simple in language, full of imagery 
drawn from daily lfe and country 
scenes, but breathing his deep faith and 
his love of God. He labored on to the 


end in unfailing humility, gentleness, 
patience, and cheerfulness. On August 
4, 1859 he died. 

Pius IX proclaimed him Venerable in 
1874; in 1905 St. Pius X enrolled him 
among the Blessed, and in 1925 Pius XI 
declared him a Saint. 

St. Pius X prayed that every priest 
may follow Abbé Vianney’s example 
and proposed him as a model to the pa- 
rochial clergy. 








It has been the long-time policy of HPR to list the 
name and complete address of each author on the 
Table of Contents page. Though we are only too 
happy to oblige readers by forwarding letters to 
authors, it represents a saving of time in the exchange 
of letters if readers write directly to authors. 

Now, we ourselves very much appreciate letters in- 
tended for publieation in “Communications from Our 
Readers” department. What is more important, our 
readers very much appreciate them. 








1037 








QO UESTIONS ANswereED 


By CECIL L. PARRES, C.M., J.C.D. 


Editor of this department since June, 
1957, Father Parres is Professor of Canon 
Law and Moral Theology at Assumption 
Seminary, San Antonio, Texas. 
this, he taught at St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Perryville, Missouri. 


Prior to 








Cementing Operculum of 
Sepulcher of Altar Stone 


Question: The cement holding the 
operculum of the sepulcher of an altar 
stone had dried out, with the result that 
the cover of the sepulcher is loose; but 
it has not been taken off at any time 
since the consecration of the altar stone. 
Is the altar stone desecrated, or may 
any priest repair the damage without 
taking off the operculum? 

SACERDOS 

Answer: Canon 1200, § 2, states that 
both an immovable altar and an altar 
stone lose their consecration in the fol- 
lowing ways: 1) if they are fractured 
enormously either by reason of the 
extent of the fracture or the place of 
anointing; 2) if the relics are removed 
or the operculum is broken or removed, 
except in the case in which the bishop 
or his delegate removes it for the pur- 
pose of fastening, repairing or replacing 
it, or for the purpose of visiting the 
relics. Paragraph three of the same 
canon mentions that a slight fracture 
of the lid of the sepulcher does not 
cause loss of consecration and that any 
priest may repair it with cement. 

If the operculum, or lid, has merely 
worked loose, as the case describes it, 
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the consecration of the altar stone is 
not lost. Any priest could fasten it in 
place with cement, being careful not to 
remove it. If it should be deemed 
necessary to remove the lid in order to 
re-cement it properly, the priest should 
get delegation from the bishop. As the 
“anon mentions, the consecration will 
not be lost if the bishop or his delegate 
removes the lid for the purpose or fast- 
ening it or repairing it. 


Syrian Priest and 
Sister’s Confession 

Question: May a sister of the Latin 
rite, in an institution where there are a 
regular confessor and several other Ro- 
man Catholic priests available, ask a 
Syrian priest to hear her confession? 

DUBITANS 

Answer: I presume that the so-called 
Syrian priest is a Catholic priest of 
some Oriental rite, probably of the 
Maronite rite. If the Syrian priest has 
faculties from the Ordinary of the place 
(the Latin Ordinary) without any re- 
strictions, there should be no legal diffi- 
culty involved in his acting as an oc- 
-asional confessor for a sister, according 
to the terms of Canon 522. 









































Some Scheduled Debates 


Student Loyalty Oath—No! By Senator John F. Kennedy of 
Massachusetts 


Student Loyalty Oath—Yes! By Senator Thomas A. Dodd of 
Connecticut 


1 Maintain the Primary Level! By Sister Josephina, C.S.J. 
Maintain the Secondary Level! By Sister M. Harriet, O.S.F. 
* 6 * 
ni Drop the Kindergarten! By Francis J. Lodato, Ph.D. 


Save the Kindergarten! By Naomi Gilpatrick 


Some More Solid Fare 


Children’s Classics—but that Disney Touch! By Frank Morriss, LL.B., Litt.D. 
Mr. Morris is not one of Walt Disney’s greatest admirers. 


Faculty Meetings—Martyrdom or Mainspring? By William B. Faherty, S.J., Ph.D 


The impression is unmistakable from a reading of his article that if window dressing was 
looking for a place, it felt well located in faculty meetings—and other similar gather- 
8 I ; g 
ings. Et alia. 


Serutiny of the “Unreligious View.”” By Rev. Thomas C. Donlan, O.P. 


The well-known Dominican writer and educator scrutinizes the position of Robert 
Lekachman found in the Fund for the Republic pamphlet Religion and the Schools. 


Catholic Schools and Public Funds. By Robert F. Drinan, S.J. 


The Dean of the Boston College Law School refutes, point by point, the position of 
Robert Gordis who writes in the same Fund for the Republic pamphlet. 


THE CATHOLIC EDUCATOR is proud of the increasing number of priests 
in the field who have beome regular subscribers. 


Your yearly subscription to T//E CATHOLIC EDUCATOR is only $3.50! 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Priests of the Maronite rite in this 
country will be under the jurisdiction 
of the local Latin-rite Ordinary and 
will receive their faculties for 
same Ordinary. 


confes- 
sions from the 


Liberal Inter pretation of Time 
for Communion Fast? 

Question: May a liberal interpreta- 
tion be given to the three-hour and one- 
hour fasts before Holy Communion, or 
must the faithful reckon the time 
strictly? Would it seem that a few 
minutes could be allowed in reckoning 
the time of the required fast? 

LIBERAL 


Answer: It is suggested in the ques- 
tion that an interpretation of the pres- 
ent Eucharistie fast allow for an ap- 
proximate or moral estimation of three 
hours and one hour in relation to the 
time required for the fast before Holy 
Communion. While I would not care to 
be the last to accept such an interpre- 
tation, I 
among the first. 

Since receiving the question, I have 
read in Theological Studies (June, 1959, 
pp. 258-260) the summary and com- 
ments of Father 
cerning the interpretations of the Eu- 
charistic fast proposed by a few authors 


cannot bring myself to be 


John Lynch, S.J., con- 


in regard to a moral estimation of the 
time or the admission of parvity of mat- 
fasting 
Lynch 


ter in reference to the time for 
before Communion. Father 
mentions the suggestion of Regatillo 
concerning the possibility of a moral 
estimate of the and three-hour 
limits and the reference of M. Zalba, 
S.J., to unidentified authors in 
favor of a moral estimate. Also men- 
tioned by Father Lynch are Monsignor 
J. Madden, 
Record, and an anonymous writer in the 
Monitor Ecclesiasticus, in favor of par- 
vity of matter in relation to the time 


s 


one- 


some 


writing in the Australian 
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element of the Eucharistic fast. Father 
Lynch, if I interpret his comments cor- 
rectly, definitely disapproves of the 
moral estimation while he retains an 
open mind on the question of the pos- 
sible admission of parvity of matter. 
Admission of parvity of matter in rela- 
tion to the time required for fasting 
before the reception of Holy Commun- 
ion would mean that the respective 
times required bind ex genere suo sub 
gravi but admit of parvity of matter—a 
few minutes. A reasonable cause, such 
as the inconvenience of waiting for 
another opportunity of receiving Com- 
munion or the impossibility of com- 
municating at another time, would ex- 
cuse one from even venial sin if there 
were question of only a few minutes. 
As Father Lynch points out, it remains 
to be seen how theologians generally 
will receive such an opinion tentatively 
Msgr. Madden, Father 
and Monitor Ecclesiasti- 





espoused by 
Urrutia, S.J., 
CUS. 

Both Father Connell, C.SS.R., writing 
in the American Ecclesiastical Review 
and Father L. L. MecReavy, writing in 
the Clergy Review,'! have questioned, 
and it seems to me rejected, the justifi- 
cation of a moral estimation of the time 
element of the Eucharistic fast. For 
the present, I can see no reason for a 
moral estimation of what is meant by 
three hours and one hour, either in the 
history of the legislation on the Eucha- 
ristic fast, in the words of the text, or 
in the mind of the legislator. I would 
make the same judgment concerning the 
possible admission of parvity of matter. 
In the practical order untold confusion 
would result from trying to determine 
what is meant by one hour and three 
hours in the moral estimation and how 


‘American Ecclesiastical Review, Sept., 
1958, p. 198; Clergy Review, Jan. 1959, pp. 
36-37. 


. 
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many minutes would constitute grave 
matter and light matter, whereas every 
one knows that three hours are three 
hours and one hour is sixty minutes. 

A practical difficulty which a priest 
may face who has inadvertently broken 
his fast by a few minutes (or more) 
from the time when he should have 
begun the fast in reference to a sched- 
uled Mass will have to be resolved by 
applying the norms or moral theology. 
Especially when Mass is to be cele- 
brated at an unaccustomed hour in the 
evening, forgetfulness will be the cause 
of a violation of the fast. Perhaps a 
re-evaluation of the gravity of an ex- 
cusing cause which will permit the cele- 
bration of a Mass for some reason of 
relative necessity by a priest who has 
inadvertently broken his fast is in order. 
I think a reason or precedent for such a 
re-evaluation can be found in the con- 
cession of the Holy Office concerning the 
celebration of a second Mass, which he 
has to say, by a priest who has inad- 
vertently taken wine in the ablutions 
of his first Mass. Here we are making 
no admission in regard to the possible 
moral estimation of the time of the fast 
or in regard to the admission of parvity 
in respect to time or the amount of food 
or drink. As for the lay communicant, 
it will be difficult to find the same ne- 
cessity of communicating for one who 
has inadvertently broken the fast. 


Meaning of “Entire 
Pater Noster” 


Question: May the congregation in a 
dialogue Mass recite with the priest the 
introduction to the Pater Noster, be- 
ginning with “Oremus, Praeceptis Salu- 
taribus”? Or is the congregation to join 
the priest only at the words “Pater 
noster?” The Instruction of September 
3, 1958, says that the entire Pater 
Noster may be recited with the priest. 

CELEBRANS 
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Answer: My opinion is that, unless 
there is a contrary ruling of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites which I have not 
seen, the faithful are permitted to join 
the celebrant in recitation only at the 
words “Pater noster.” It is true that 
the Instruction uses the term ‘entire 
Pater Noster.” However, it does seem 
to me that the introductory words can- 
not properly be considered part of the 
Pater Noster. Had the Instruction 
meant anything else, it could have in- 
dicated the same, as it does in regard 
to the Amen:—‘addito 
Amen.” I think that the expression 
“totum Pater Noster” is used to indicate 
that the faithful may say not only the 
response to the Pater Noster, but the 
entire Pater Noster, which formerly 
could be recited only by the celebrant. 


ab omnibus 


Which Ordinary to Receive 
Profession of Faith and 
Oath against Modernism? 


Question: Recently I came across a 
question concerning which I would ap- 
preciate having your opinion. The 
question is whether a major religious 
superior of an exempt clerical religious 
institute is authorized in law to admin- 
ister the oaths of Canon 1406, § 1, 7 
to his own subjects, as explained in 
greater detail in the following: 

1) The religious superior conducts 
the examinations of Canon 877 and 1340 
to determine the sufficiency of know]- 
edge in his priests for the receiving of 
faculties. Thereupon, he applies to the 
local Ordinary for diocesan faculties 
to be given the priests. However, be- 
fore these priests may use the said 
faculties, they need to make the Pro- 
fession of Faith and the Oath against 
Modernism. Is it correct to say that 
the major superior is authorized to 
administer these oaths? Or is it neces- 
sary to receive delegation from the local 
Ordinary for administering them? 

2) When his subjects are to be pro- 
moted to the subdiaconate, the major 


| superior of an exempt religious insti- 
. 























QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


tute grants the dimissorial letters to 
the ordaining bishop. The ordination 
must be preceded by the Profession of 
Faith and Oath against Modernism. Is 
the major superior authorized to ad- 
minister them? Or must he receive a 
delegation from the local Ordinary to 
administer them? 

RELIGIOSUS 


Answer: 1) Even though the religious 
superior has conducted an examination 
to determine the sufficiency of know]l- 
edge in his priests for receiving jurisdic- 
tion within the exempt clerical institute, 
the Ordinary or the place could never- 
theless subject the religious priest for 
whom faculties are sought to an exam- 
ination prior to granting faculties. On 
the other hand, the local Ordinary could 
accept the judgment of the religious 


superior concerning the sufficiency of 








knowledge for confessions and preach- 
ing in the religious subject presented for 
diocesan faculties. 

Religious priests receiving their facul- 
ties from the local Ordinary should 
make a Profession of Faith and take 
Modernism in the 
presence of the local Ordinary granting 


the Oath against 


the faculties, or in the presence of one 
delegated by the local Ordinary. This 
seems clear from Canon 1406, $1, 7°, in 
relation to the Profession of Faith. In 
regard to the Oath against Modernism, 
the Sacred Consistorial Congregation 
decided, June 20, 1913, that the Oath 
to be taken by those receiving faculties 
for confessions and preaching is to be 
made before the local Ordinary grant- 


ing the faculties.2 The local Ordinary 
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could delegate the religious superior for 
the purpose of receiving both the Pro- 
fession and the Oath. 

2) The religious candidate for the 
subdiaconate is required, just as the 
secular candidate is, to make the Pro- 
fession of Faith and to take the Oath 
against Modernism prior to the recep- 
tion of the order. A decision of the 
Sacred Consistorial Congregation, De- 
cember 17, 1910, states that these must 
be taken before the bishop who is to 
confer order, not before the religious 
superior. The proper bishop to receive 
the Profession and the Oath seems to 
be the bishop (Ordinary) of the dio- 
cese where the orders are conferred, 
even though another bishop with proper 
permission confers the orders. There is 


no distinction made in the response of 
the Congregation between exempt and 
non-exempt religious candidates for the 
subdiaconate. Again, there is no rea- 
son why the religious superior, ex- 
empt or non-exempt, could not be given 
an habitual delegation for the purpose 
of receiving the Profession and the anti- 
Modernistie Oath.* Indeed, I should 
judge that where the bishop does not 
insist on administering the Profession 
and Oath personally there is an im- 
plicit habitual delegation in favor of 
the religious superior. 


* Cf. Joseph J. Quinn, Documents Required 
for the Reception of Orders (Washington, 
D. C., The Catholic University of America 
Press, 1948), p. 152. 
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Our young seminarians will soon be in the swing of 
the regular year, and so we should like to remind you 
once again that we do offer an annual seminarian’s 
subscription to HPR at the special rate of $4.00. We 
should like our parish priests, some of whose parish- 
ioners are now studying for the priesthood, to consider 
placing a subscription for these young men. 

If you are familiar with HPR as a regular reader, 
there is no need to tell you that our efforts are not 
meant to take the place of the seminary texts (though 
we are, incidentally, in process now of securing the 
case against capital punishment since many respected 
priests feel strongly on this point). 

Why not give the idea a try? Certainly the young 
future priest will have a year-round gift, one that is 
helpful in his training, too. 
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Cardinal Ruffini’s Classic Work—in English! 
The Theory of Evolution 
Judged By 
Reason and Faith 


By Ernesto Cardinal Ruffini 


Translated by Rey. Francis O’Hanlon 
Foreword by the Most Rev. Thomas A. Boland 
Introduction by Rt. Rev. Msgr. John E. Steinmueller 


Cardinal fRuffini’s recognized 
classic, La Teoria della Evoluzione 
secondo la Scienza e la Fede, is famous 
amongstudentsof science, philosophy, 
history, theology and Scripture not 
only for the depth and breadth of its 
wisdom and for the unusual thorough- 
ness of its treatment, but probably 
more so for the unusual clarity and 
simplicity of its writing. Certainly 
this is why His Eminence is revered 
by his former students—priests and 
bishops laboring in all quarters of the 
world—as a great and kindly teacher. 











To make the profound seem profound leads to discouragement; to make the pro- 
found enjoyably understood—this is kindness and greatness. And Cardinal Ernesto 
Ruffini’s Theory of Evolution Judged by Reason and Faith, one of his most important 
teaching accomplishments, is now available to all priests and students of the English- 
speaking world. 


In Theory of Evolution Judged by Reason and Faith Cardinal Ruffini addresses 
himself to the subjects of Darwinian evolution and, with greater emphasis, to its miti- 
gated form of transformism—the evolution of the human body, not of the human soul. 
Against both positions His Eminence arrays the findings of science (paleontology, em- 
bryology, anatomy, physiology, parasitism, genetics, etc.), the teachings of the 
Scholastics and the Fathers of the Church, and (most significantly, since he is 
Cardinal member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission) the authority of Scripture 
scholars. This work, more convincingly and more thoroughly than any other, makes 
sharply clear the mind of the Roman Catholic Church on the two subjects under 
analysis. 


It goes without saying, from the recommendation of both authorship and content 
of Theory of Evolution Judged by Reason and Faith, that this work belongs to every 
Catholic student in the English-speaking world, whether that student of the mind of 
the Church be professor-emeritus on a seminary faculty or the young seminarian whom 
he inspires, whether it be the parish priest or his young parishioners at college. 


Price $3.95 


JosepH F. WacGNeErR, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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Recommended “Reactionary” 

A Gu1pE To ANTI-COMMUNIsT ACTION. 
By Anthony T. Bouscaren (Henry 
Regnery Co., Chicago, Ill., 1959) , 244 
pp. $4.00. 

It seems to this reader that Dr. An- 
thony Bouscaren has grasped and tries 
to impart to Americans the meaning of 
Pius X’s conception of “Christian de- 
mocracy.” Here is a guide, and some- 
thing more: a volume to be put into 
the hands of the newly-awakened and 
a pattern for procedures. Thoughtful 
perusal will bring the reader up to date 
with the patriotic women all over the 
United States. Most of these—Minute 
Women, Pro-America, D.A.R., and 
others—know all the groups which Pro- 
fessor Bouscaren mentions (they would 
not have published the list) and they 
have in their “approved” files the pub- 
lications he includes, except one. That 
is the Trotskyite, Menshevik Socialist 
organ, New Leader, which they would 
place in the same category with New 
Republic and Nation. However, the 
first-named weekly from the Rand 
School-ICFTU! milieu with ramifica- 
tions into the Committee for Cultural 
Freedom, operates on what Zack Korn- 
feder calls the “80%-20% formula.” 
Although there are many facts and 
many well-stated principles in this book 
which everyone who reads_ should 
possess, some well-informed patriots 
will resent Bouscaren’s inclusion of a 
speech by George Meany (being com- 
munist is not the only way of being 
mistaken) because they will remember 


‘International Federation of Free Trade 
Unions. 
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that Meany accepted an L.1.D.* Award 
with a speech in which he claimed So- 
cialism had gained all or most of the 
legislated reforms we boast of; these re- 
spectable critics will not find useful the 
assistance of anyone who has an “open- 
ing on the left” in his thinking. 

The chapter, “Why Do People Be- 
come Communists?” is excellent. There 
are several statements in this Guide 
which should serve to inform and stimu- 
late the Christian counterattack, as one 
would expect from a member of the staff 
of the National War College: how to 
prosecute a “Cold War” so as really to 
freeze the enemy; how to make spirited 
and realistic use of atomic realities; how 
te build up a readiness that springs from 
correct insights and means _ business. 
These should be very useful to the law- 
yers, doctors, statesmen—above all, 
priests—whom all the constitutional or- 
ganizations need to help them, legally, 
politically, and ethically, to implement 
the drives built up by the vast knowl- 
edge found among them. There are 
several invaluable documents made 
handy: Pius XII on United Nations, 
1956; Dulles on Formosa, 1957; the 
American Bar Association Report, 1958, 
on the effects of Supreme Court deci- 
sions in Communist cases. 

It takes courage to face the world of 


“academic freedom” while promulgat- 


ing facts so clear-cut, while giving ap- 
proval to National Review and The 
Wanderer. To show respect for the 
valiant group which an _ editor of 
America (11/22, ’58) dubbed “the reaec- 


* League for Industrial Democracy. 
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Help for Catechists of Religious 





Instruction Classes... Every Week | 


|= 





Thousands of catechists teaching religion to Catholic children not attending parochial schools 
receive welcome help on their assignments — every week — by using the Confraternity MESSEN- 
GERS in their classes. 

These priest-edited pupil weeklies are designed for religious instruction classes . . . to increase 
teaching effectiveness . . . to help catechists arouse and keep interest high . . . to encourage reg- 
ular attendance . . . to supply classes with fresh, new material . . . to give boys and girls useful 
take-home material. 

Based on the Revised Baltimore Catechisms, the doctrinal content is presented . . . in terms 
of everyday application to the lives of pupils of different ages . . . and in language these boys 
and girls can read and understand. 

There are three separate editions: YOUNG CATHOLIC MESSENGER for grades 6-9 (based on the 
No. 2 Catechism with the 1959-60 theme being the Sacraments and Prayer); the JUNIOR CATH- 
OLIC MESSENGER for grades 4-6 (following the No. 1 Catechism with the 1959-60 theme also 
the Sacraments and Prayer); Our LITTLE MESSENGER for grades 2 and 3 (covering all the ques- 
tions in the First Holy Communion Catechism). 

Supply your boys and girls with their own weekly Confraternity MESSENGERS this coming year. 
Place an order now! 


GEO. A. PFLAUM, Publisher, Inc., 38 West Fifth Street, Dayton 2, Ohio 
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tionary Committee for Constitutional 
Action” calls for moral bravery. Dr. 
Bouscaren correctly criticizes the work 
of the Foreign Policy Association and 
the Fund for the Republic; he overlooks 
the Council on Foreign Relations and 
the Committee for Economic Develop- 
ment. Understandably, one cannot 
measure the product of CED without 
being able to prove the influence of 
LID-ADA-CIO at the level of “Ameri- 
can Assembly.” 

Most anti-communists and all persons 
of good-will, liberty-loving and mag- 
nanimous minds will stock up with this 
Guide, less for their own reassurance 
than for the direction of young searchers 
and doubting elders. It is a compen- 
dium for the day. Tomorrow, its pat- 
terns must be applied to “Metro,” to 
“Mental Health” and to proposals do- 
mestic and foreign (Fabians are active) 
for scrapping the Constitution of the 
United States. 

The “old pros” in this business of 
anti-communism will make distinctions 
between “fronts” and ‘“mixed-bag” 
groups. In the latter, the constitu- 
tional-informed can counter-infiltrate 
to guide misguided “liberals”; other- 
wise, the “mixed-bag” association ren- 
ders the “harmless liberals” acceptable 
and predisposes joiners to follow them 
into other less innocent sections of the 
apparatus of subversion. So there will 
be divided opinion regarding Dr. Bous- 
caren’s endorsement of the Committee 
of One Million. This is a sound group, 
including several anti-Stalinite Social- 
ists, devoted to one ad hoc purpose: 
the prevention of the admission of Red 
China to the United Nations. Its crit- 
ics think there ought to be a Committee 
of Ten Million to prevent the United 
Nations from countenancing conditions 
whereby nations are kept in thrall, a 
scouring Committee to cleanse the 
thinking of the United Nations. The 
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really “harmless” liberals should all 
join this group. 

Dr. Bouscaren is not a newcomer to 
the ranks of anti-communists and he 
has suffered at times for his accurate 
evaluations. It is already time for him 
to write another book. 

M. McCarran 


Of Brother André 


THE MIRACLE OF THE MountTaIN (The 
Story of Brother André and the 
Shrine on Mount Royal). By Alden 
Hatch (Hawthorn Books Inc., New 
York, N. Y., 1959), pp. 224. $4.95. 


This life story of Brother André 
C.S.C. (1845-1937), founder of world- 
famed Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount 
Royal in Montreal, Canada, may well 
make the best-selling list of Catholic 
biographies within the next few months. 
Written by an American Protestant who 
has achieved nation-wide recognition 
for his authoritative biographical treat- 
ment of such public figures as Clare 
Booth Luce (Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary), Franklin Roosevelt, Pius XII 
(The Crown of Glory), this latest book 
on Brother André (whose cause for be- 
atification is currently being pressed in 
Rome) will appeal to Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike. 

The author spent close to two months 
on location at the Shrine of Mount 
Royal, delving in heretofore unpub- 
lished documents, interviewing personal 
friends of Brother André and key wit- 
nesses in the preliminary inquests in 
view of the brother’s eventual hoped- 
for glorification. 

The end-result of these efforts is a 
lively, accurate life story with many an 
explicit development which none but a 
Protestant writer could have thought of 
including in his narrative. And this is 
precisely wherein this latest book on 
Brother André is unlike previous bi- 


s 
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ographies of this servant of God: the 
approach is different. Instead of 
closely following the chronological 
trend of events, Mr. Hatch has added a 
dramatic impact to his account by put- 
ting Brother André on trial, so to speak, 
for holiness of life, summoning the star 
witnesses who actually did testify under 
oath during the hearings of the diocesan 
phase of the canonical procedures. The 
prologue of the book immediately re- 
veals the author’s remarkable knowl- 
edge of the highly complex and techni- 
‘al aspects of the procedures involved 
in beatification. The accuracy of these 
introductory pages alone vouches for 
Mr. Hatch’s conscientiousness in ren- 
dering justice to his subject matter. 

With a true reporter’s regard for pre- 
cision of fact, the author spares no effort 
to check the reliability of his sources of 
information and to cross-examine the 
witnesses with the Promoter of the 
Faith. Through personal interviews 
with friends of Brother André, Mr. 
Hatch had the opportunity to judge for 
himself the tremendous influence the 
Servant of God wielded over those with 
whom he came in contact. This first- 
hand information supplies the evidence 
giving weight to the author’s statements 
concerning Brother André’s saintly way 
of life. 

When translating quotations from 
witnesses or official documents, Mr. 
Hatch takes great care to retain the 
original flavor of the quaint French- 
Canadian language; this is done so 
cleverly that the narrative loses none 
of its liveliness. 

The book is attractively presented 
with a full color jacket and some 
twenty-two line drawings. In addition, 
twenty-five half-tone plates have been 
inserted. 


Henry Bernarp, C.S.C. 


Home in Rome 


Wuy I Am a Caruo.tic. By Paul van 


K. Thomson (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York 1959), pp. 204. $2.75. 


Paul van Kuykendall Thomson en- 
tered the Church in 1949. Prior to that 
time he had been an Episcopal clergy- 
man following studies at Columbia, the 
Berkeley Divinity School, the General 
Theological Seminary, and Brown Uni- 
versity. From 1943 to 1946 he was a 
United States Navy chaplain with the 
Marines, saw much of the Pacifie world, 
and something of combat. Since 1949 
the author has been an Associate Pro- 
fessor of English at Providence College. 

It is well to understand the purpose of 
this book. When it was reviewed in The 
Sign (May 1959, p. 74), the reviewer 
noted: ‘Unfortunately, the author at- 
tempts too much. He tries to tell both 
how he came to be a Catholic and why 
everyone else should be one. The two 
stories do not completely coincide and 
each is worth a separate book. Cer- 
tainly it will pass beyond any reader’s 
belief that Thomson himself saw all the 
arguments he gives for being a Catholic 
before he became one himself. There 
just isn’t that much time in one life.” 

This verdict does not seem to be to 
the point. Thomson does not intend to 
tell us how he became a_ convert: 
“After nearly nine years in the Catholic 
Church, I ean, of course, say why I am 
now and will continue to be a Catholic, 
but it has always been next to impos- 
sible for me to do anything like justice 
to a description of the process by which 
I became one” (p. 10). This book, 
therefore, is not one of those “How I 
Was Converted” books. The author 
mentions, of course, that he came from 
the Episcopalian church to the Catholic 
Church; it was a deep longing for the 
full truth which led him into the Church. 
Thé main purpose of the book, however, 
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is to describe how he views the Catholic 
Chureh after living in it for quite a 
number of years. It is a personal ac- 
count of the Catholic Church, of its or- 
ganization, history, teachings, and its 
role in the world of today. The read- 
ing of this book rather reminds one of 
that woman in the Gospel who had lost 
a silver coin. She lighted the lamp, 
swept the house and looked carefully 
for the lost coin. And when she found 
it, she called in her friends and neigh- 
bors, and said to them: “Congratulate 
me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost” (Luke 15, 8-9). Thomson is 
happy to have found the Church. Of 
the ten chapters, only in the first does 
he speak of his “home-coming”; in the 
others he wishes to tell us all about the 
great treasure he has found. 

Thomson begins his account with a 
description of the Church in her exter- 
nal appearance. The Church is “Like a 
Mighty Army”; the Pope is at the head, 
assisted by the cardinals and priests. 
There is uniformity, but also diversity. 
The next chapter—already the title in- 
dicates it—is the continuation of the 
previous chapter: Like a mighty army 
“Moves the Church”. Here we hear of 
the divine Founder, of His inearnation, 
passion and resurrection; of the fact 
that Christ instituted the Church and 
endowed her with the triple power. In 
the chapter, “All One Body,” he con- 
trasts the Protestant efforts to achieve 
external unity among themselves with 





the true organic unity of authority, be- 
lief, and practice as it ean only be found 
in the Catholie Chureh. “One in Hope 
and Doctrine” stresses especially the 
unity of belief. There can be only one 
truth—and all accept the same truth. 
All believe in the Blessed Trinity, origi- 
nal sin, the fall of the angels, Purgatory, 
Mary’s privileged position, Christ’s re- 
demption. “One in Charity” speaks of 
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the ideal of Catholic spiritualty: to 
know and to love God, and of the im- 
portance of prayer. Chapter Seven, 
“Where the Saints Have Trod,” points 
out the intimate union between the 
Church in this world and the faithful 
departed. The Saints are with God, 
they are truly the heroes not only of 
Catholicism, but of all humanity. Re- 
lated questions of miracles as conditions 
for canonization, and indulgences are 
discussed. 

The next two chapters “Crowns and 
Thrones May Perish” and “Christ’s 
Own Promise” illustrate the words of 
St. Augustine in the City of God that all 
the enemies of the Church have to sub- 
serve her in some fashion (cf. p. 141). 
Bloody persecutions and doctrinal at- 
tacks foree the Church to develop her 
finest qualities: her power to suffer 
and her wisdom to refute error. In 
broad outlines the author pictures thus 
the life of the Church throughout the 
ages. 

The concluding chapter is dedicated 
“Unto Christ the King.” The Mass, 
the love of God and neighbor, the social 
teaching of the Church and her role in 
this world are discussed. With this 
wholehearted confession of faith he con- 
cludes: “The Chureh of God alone is 
sufficient; and to the claims of the One, 
Holy, Roman, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church to be the Church of God I make 
my thankful submission. It is a sub- 
mission which is the key to that liberty 
which only Truth can give” (p. 200). 

This book will be of interest to Cath- 
olies and non-Catholies alike, but it 
may be difficult reading at times. Non- 
Catholic readers may not always grasp 
the exact meaning of some words or ex- 
pressions. But even the most casual 
reader will at least receive this impres- 
sion: here is a man who has found his 
way into the Roman Catholie Chureh 
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and is overwhelmed by happiness and 
gratitude to be at home at last. 
FIpELis Buck, 8.J. 


China’s Future 


DercISION FOR CHINA: COMMUNISM OR 
CHRISTIANITY? By Paul K. T. Sih 
(The Henry Regnery Company, Chi- 
cago, Ill., 1959). 262 pages. $4.50. 
Above the desk at which I read this 

inspired book hangs an orginal Luke 

Chen “Annunciation.” With exquisite 

transparency and projection, with real- 

ism and abstraction expressive both of 
the history and the theology involved, 
the Chinese Fra Angelico has blended 
the wisdom, grace, and discipline of Old 

China with a statement about how New 

China becomes aware of the Incarna- 

tion. One could expend many words on 

the iconography of this picture and one 
would be repeating, in effect, what Dr. 

Sih says: East will meet West only in 

Christ. 

The Madonna stands all in white ex- 
cept for the red upper garment—red for 
her joy and glory and delight—the same 
color as a pillar half disclosed by parted 
curtains in the background, the rooftree 
of the house of China made of solid Con- 
fucianism, Taoism, Buddhism, which 
contribute their strengths to the future 
house of the Word. This is the central 
thought of Dr. Sih’s treatise presented 
with delightful writing, yet sorrowful 
reading. Delightful is his presentation 
of the history of Sino-American amity; 
appreciation of the Open Door policy 
and of the Boxer Indemnity scholar- 
ships comes through to the reader with 
Dr. Sih’s tactful treatment of Chinese 
efforts at American 
mistakes are discretely veiled in praise 
of America’s contribution to the devel- 


“eo-existence.”’ 


opment of the Chinese Republic. The 
sketches of the work of Sun Yat-sen and 
Chiang Kai-chek are most valuable be- 





cause of the authority and objectivity 
of the writer. Sad, indeed, is the infor- 
mation that the Church ran second best 
in the race to reach the intellectuals, 
that Christianity in China sometimes 
fell into the mistake of becoming “a 
museum of European antiquities”—to 
borrow Father Hecker’s words of warn- 
ing to American Catholics. Worst of all, 
the reawakening China fell under the 
influence of savants of Columbia Uni- 
versity: John Dewey held a lectureship 
in Peking National University in 1919 
and lectured in the principal cities be- 
sides. Bertrand Russell followed. So 
skepticism, positivism, scientism, athe- 
ism, gnosticism and socialism spread 
through the student and scholar class. 
Dr. Sih says, “They did not realize that 
America, for instance, would not have 
been half so democratic and prosperous 
as she is, were it not for the faith of the 
founding fathers and their quest for the 
kingdom of God and His justice [the 
Augustinian tenable 
alike by Protestant and Catholic polit- 
ical structural thought]. 

Not in one line does Dr. Sih suggest 


common basis 


Technical or Monetary Aid, or atomic 
weapons, or ICA or SUNFED; his re- 
liance is, as of old, on the missionary. 
The sorrow and the exultation of the 
first martyrs reawakens in the chapter 
“Wings to God.” 
Chinese liturgy contain in the ‘nobis 


May some future 


quoque peccatoribus” the names of 
John Tung, Beda Chang, Matthew Su, 
Peter Sun, Joesph Chang, Stanislau 
Chang, Andrew Choa, Joseph Seng, 
Michael Chang, Vincent Shih, Albert 
Wei, and 


dead in witness to the Faith. 


several hundred nuns—all 


Do we 
dare—must we not dare—ask to be 


granted “some part and fellowship” 
with these? 


- 


M. McCarran 
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About Broadway 


THE Mora PROBLEMS OF _ THE 
THEATRE. By Ignatius W. Butler, 
T.O.R. (The Catholic University of 
America Press, Washington, D. C., 
1958), pp. xii + 155. $2.00. 


There would be nothing unusual in 
a book that discussed in general terms 
the existence of a serious moral prob- 
lem in the American theatre, or that 
discussed more or less “in abstracto” 
the notion of scandal or the notion of 
obscenity. But there is something un- 
usual in a book that not only discusses 
scandal and obscenity and sets forth 
very clearly the moral principles and 
conclusions pertinent to such matters, 
but also applies the discussion in 
most specific and concrete fashion 
to the American theatre—the “Living 
Theatre”—of the present and of the 
past twenty years. 

The present volume is just such an 
unusual book. One of The Catholic 
University of America Studies in 
Sacred Theology series (Second Series, 
No. 94), The Moral Problems of the 
Theatre is an abstract of a disserta- 
tion prepared by Father Ignatius W. 
Butler, T.O.R., under the direction of 
Father Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R., 
former Dean of The Catholic Univer- 
sity theology faculty, and _ widely- 
known and respected moralist. 

In the preparation of this disserta- 
tion, Father Butler used not only theo- 
logical and canonical sources and papal 
documents, but made a thorough study 
of practically all of the better known 
plays presented on the American stage 
during the past twenty years, and also 
read extensively in the literature of the 
stage. In addition, the author took 
the trouble to discuss the moral prob- 
lems of the theatre with many of the 
most prominent personalities of the 
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American theatre, contacting these 
people either by personal interview or 
by personal letters. The result of his 
efforts is a study which is both theo- 
logically competent and_ theatrically 
very well informed. It applies the 
pertinent moral principles to individual 
plays and individual situations, giving 
names and dates and everything else 
that is necessary for the most con- 
crete and particular treatment of the 
whole topic. 

Priests will find in this book de- 
tailed consideration of the moral prob- 


lems that frequently arise for actors, 
playwrights, spectators, drama critics: 
and all others associated with the: 


theatre in any capacity. The treat- 
ment is clear, balanced and practical, 
taking into account the actual circum- 
stances of the present-day theatre. 

In his moral estimates of the many 
plays considered, Father Butler is 
forthright in his condemnation of 
morally offensive elements, but he is 
never censorious; he is no enemy of the 
theatre, and he is much happier to 
praise a good play than to have to 
castigate an offensive one. It is to 
be hoped that this dissertation will re-- 
ceive the wide circulation it deserves: 
among the readership of HPR, as a. 
clear, authoritative and _ forthright 
treatment of an urgent moral problem 
of the present day. 

OwEN BENNETT, O.F.M.Conv. 


*‘“Habemus Papam” 


We Have A Pope. By Msgr. Albert. 


Giovannetti; translated from the 
Italian by John Chapin (The New- 
man Press, Westminister, Md., 1959), 
pp. XIV + 192. $2.75. 


The English poet Langhorne once 


wrote that “no species of writing seems. 


more worthy of cultivation than biog- 
raphy.” This is all the more true when 


. 
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it concerns the person who holds the 
most exalted office on earth as Vicar of 
Christ. Since the present Holy Father 
was not one of the popular guesses be- 
fore the conclave, he was less known 
than other Cardinals. All the more we 
may welcome this book on John XXIII 
in order to learn more about our new 
Pope. 

The author, Msgr. A. Giovannetti, is 
Auditor of the Vatican Secretariat of 
State; this position affords him an ideal 
vantage point for observing world af- 
fairs and equips him eminently for 
viewing events surrounding the papacy. 
This is not his first book. He is also 
the author of Pope Pius XII Speaks to 
the Church of Silence. In the preface 
to the present work Msgr. Giovannetti 
declares that it would be somewhat pre- 
mature to write a biography of John 
XXIII since a Pope’s true biography 
actually begins with his elevation to the 
papal throne. The author gives, there- 
fore, to his book the subtitle of “Por- 
trait of His Holiness Pope John XX- 
III.” And this it is; it is a sketch of 
the student, the man, the priest, the 
scholar, the diplomat, the pastor of 
souls, the Vicar of Christ. 


The translator is John S. Chapin of 
New York. Translator of several 
books; he has also edited A Treasury 
of Catholic Reading and served as the 
general editor for The Book of Catholic 
Quotations. His record gives reason to 
expect a good and readable translation, 
and we are not disappointed in our ex- 
pectations. 

The life of John XXIII springs from 
humble origins. His life—as well as the 
book—begins with November 25, 1881 
in a little place in northern Italy— 
Brusico in the commune of Sotto il 
Monte. The following twenty-seven 
pages cover all the early years of Angelo 
Giuseppe Roncalli until March 3, 1925, 








Newman Suggestions for Priests’ 
Reading: 


ALL MY LIBERTY 


Theology of the Spiritual Exercises 
by John A. Hardon, S.J. 





St. Francis de Sales once said that the 
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola 
had ‘‘made as many saints as the book has 
letters.’ Father Hardon, author of the 
best-selling The Protestant Churches of 
America, has plumbed the depths of this 
wellspring of ascetical theology and psy- 
chology. Once having read the book, 
one understands how the Exercises have 
been the focal point of spirituality for so 
many priests, religious and laymen. $3.75 





THE LIGHT AND THE RAINBOW 


A Study of Christian Spirituality 
by Hilda Graef 


The Light is God’s grace, and the Rainbow 
the many ways holy souls have cooperated 
with grace from the time of Abraham to St. 
Thérése of Lisieux. Miss Graef, long a 
student of Christian spirituality, combines a 
scholarly pointedness with a fluencey of 
language to give us a book not only in- 
structive but outstanding in its interest. A 
fine and penetrating insight into the con- 
templative life. $5.50 





THE SOCIAL ORDER OF 
TOMORROW 


A Glimpse into the Future 
by Otto von Habsburg 


Turning aside from the pessimistic view of 
man’s future in the world, Archduke Otto 
presents a plan for a transformation of 
man’s economic, political, and social life to 
afford a more optimistic future for Eve's 
exiled children. He believes that atomic 
energy and automation will enable us to 
leave behind the ‘‘scarcity economics” 
which lie at the bottom of most conserva- 
tive as well as socialist theories. $2.75 
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when he was named Apostolic Visitator 
to Bulgaria. The second chapter takes 
us to Sofia where he came more person- 
ally to know and to love the Eastern 
Churches. Then we accompany him to 
Istanbul and Athens. Turkey still re- 
members the sincere interest and great 
understanding he showed toward their 
country and its problems, nor will 
Athens forget his philanthropic activity 
there during the German occupation. 
From Greece we are led to Paris, 
France, where for eight years our new 
pope lived as nuncio. His affability and 
fondness for France are still remem- 
bered, and his special devotion to 
Lourdes. The last stop on the way to 
the papal throne was Venice and the 
vardinalate. In all these places and ac- 
tivities a sound realism guided him: 
“See everything, overlook much, correct 
a few things.” 

At last the author introduces us into 
the conclave. In the narration of some 
events and of illustrative anecdotes in 
the months following his election, a pic- 
ture of the Holy Father arises before us 
which we cannot but love: Pope John 
is an open, affable, warmhearted man; 
a man of great goodness; a man who 
practices what he preached: “The only 
way to be Christians is to do good.” 
Simple in his habits and manner of liv- 
ing, he knows how to make all those who 
are fortunate enough to be near him feel 
at ease. In his life he has always shown 
a ready wit, an excellent memory, and 
great courtesy toward all. And as he 
said in an address to a group of pilgrims 
from Bergamo: “It is not decreed that 
the pope must lose all his usual habits.” 

A selection of well-reproduced photos 
are included in the volume. These 
photos cover not only some major 
events of his seventy-seven years of life, 
but show Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 


in his new life as pope. No one will 
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read this book without concluding 
gratefully, indeed, that in John XXIII 
“We have a Pope.” 

Fipveutis Buck, S.J. 


Catholic Catechism 


(Herder & 
1958). 448 


A CatTHoLic CATECHISM® 
Herder, New York, 
pages, $4.95. 

A eatechism for children should be 
more than a rote-memory text; more 
even than an exhaustive explanation of 
the truths of faith and morals it con- 
tains. A catechism should be a guide- 
book for Catholic living. Herder «& 
Herder’s new Catholic Catechism, in 
this reviewer’s opinion, admirably fills 
the bill. 

The new handbook of the Faith has 
as perhaps its best recommendation 
both the sponsorship and the final ap- 
proval of the Bishops of Germany for 
use in their dioceses. The current work 
in English is a translation and revision 
of the work completed abroad. Before 
the original was compiled, the Bishops 
of Germany set down as their strict 
criteria for its acceptability: The new 
‘atechism must be “God-centered, 
Christ-centered, centered in the Bible 
and the Church; a book for children; a 
book for living; and a book for our 
times.” 

This book fills its purpose of proper 
indoctrination of youth in spiritual 
things by making the bare question- 
and-answer no more than the core of 
its individual lessons. Each chapter 
(and all are brief enough to avoid ap- 
pearing burdensome) begins with an in- 
troduction woven from a Scriptural in- 
cident, a quotation from the Fathers, 
or an event from the lives of the saints. 
These tidbits from sacred lore are 

3 The American edition has just appeared; 


adapted by Rev. Gerald Slovan. Paperbound, 
$1.25. 
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chosen especially well to exemplify the 
point treated in the particular lesson. 

A simple explanation follows, and 
then a brief series of questions (labeled 
“Consider:”) on the matter just given. 
Only now are the catechetical questions 
and answers presented. Following on 
this is a section which presents a practi- 
cal resolution for the student: ‘For 
my life.” An example is that given in 
one of the lessons on Extreme Unction, 
which reads: “If any Catholic is ill in 
my home or in the neighborhood, I will 
see that the priest knows about it.” 

Finally, depending on the nature of 
the topic, pertinent quotations are 
given from the Scriptures, or from the 
Fathers, or the saints, or from eecclesias- 
tical history. Often the lesson is con- 
cluded, particularly if the lesson deals 
with a moral matter, with a small list 
of “Things to Do.” 

The parts of the catechism that treat 
matters demanding more ample dem- 
onstration are arranged differently. 
For example, the section on the Mass di- 


vides the ritual of the Holy Sacrifice 





into its component parts and affords a 
simple explanation of each. The pages 
on Confession are so explicit as to make 
the reception of that sacrament much 


easier for the normally intelligent 
pupil. 

The order of subjects treated in the 
Herder volume is a traditional one. 


After a short introduction on “the glory 
valling,” the student is taken 
methodically and logically through 
Catholic doctrines on God the Father, 
creation, the Incarnation, the Redemp- 
tion, the work of the Holy Ghost, the 
foundation and prerogatives of the 
Chureh, the sacraments individually 
and exhaustively, prayer, the Com- 
mandments, and the four last things. 

The single objection that can be 
found to this work—and one noted by 
the editor himself in his preface—is the 
use of the Douai version in the Gospel 
texts and the Knox version in other 
Biblical quotations. For some unex- 
plained reason the publishers were un- 
able to obtain permission to employ 
the Confraternity text, the wording of 
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which would have been so much more 
helpful, and familiar, to the modern 
Catholic boy and girl. This lack, how- 
ever, has been filled in the new Amer- 
ican edition. 

Religion, it is almost trite to say, is 
something to be absorbed, lived, made 
a part of one’s vital fiber. This cate- 
chism, with its copious and well-se- 
lected quotations, examples, and illus- 
trations, as well as its down-to-earth 
explanations of profound truths, should 
prove a tool of inestimable value to 
those charged with the religious in- 
struction of youth. 

Rosert E. KEKEISEN 


**Heaven All the Way...” 


Tuts Is Your Tomorrow anp Topay. 
By M. Raymond, O.C.S.0. (The 
Bruce Publishing Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis., 1959). $3.95. 


“It’s Heaven all the way to Heaven!” 
is the theme of this joyous book of 
faith on the Glorious Mysteries of the 
rosary. The meaning of this quotation, 
woven like a refrain throughout the 
book, is that every person whose soul is 
in the state of sanctifying grace is al- 
ready enjoying the essential happiness 
of heaven—union of his will with God’s 
will. The title of the book reflects this 
same sublime truth. 

Father Raymond’s technique in mak- 
ing this truth concrete involves a sharp 
departure from his practice in his other 
twelve books where, as author, he is 
completely impersonal; he himself is 
never in view of his readers. But in this 
work “God . . . shattered a resolution of 
twenty years’ standing .. . For a silent 
monk to talk about himself and take 
the public into the intimacy of his fam- 
ily there must be something akin to a 
divine command . . . Why this sudden 
and seemingly complete .reversal of 
form? God is the answer . , . Since His 
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Son shattered the tomb as Conqueror of 
death, there is not a person living who 
need ever die! Nor is there a dying 
person who need ever live but in glory. 
That is the message Mary gives us in 
these final Mysteries of her Rosary.” 

Father Raymond was challenged to 
write this book by the news that his 
younger brother was doomed to death 
by an inoperable lung cancer. Deeply 
convinced that this affliction was a 
great gift from God, his problem, how- 
ever, was to get his brother, Charlie, in 
his early forties, to see it that way: 
deep faith in God and His providence. 
To an unbeliever the news would have 
been a counsel to utter despair—a wife 
and seven children (the oldest just 
entering her teens, the youngest still 
teething) without a trace of financial 
security. Charlie and his wife, Kay, 
though excellent Catholics, were still 
part of twentieth-century America. 
Father Raymond states the challenge 
he faced this way: “But, while always 
fully understanding and completely 
sympathetic with the human side of 
things, I had persistently striven to 
make this pair see beyond the human. I 
knew now that my task was to get them 
to see only the divine. Could I do it? 
I most certainly would try; and my tac- 
ties, if they can be called such, would be 
open honesty and the fullness of truth.” 

The success of those tactics, related to 
the five Glorious Mysteries and their 
personal application to this suffering 
young couple, make up the enthralling 
and edifying story of this book. But 
this is far more than the spiritual suc- 
cess story of a young husband and 
father dying gloriously and a young 
mother learning to trust God the 
Father implicitly; it is a story for uni- 
versal application—how all of us 
should apply the Glorious Mysteries to 
our lives, always conscious of the 
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supernatural glory to which we come 
closer with each passing day. 

This reviewer has been so favorably 
impressed with the message of hope and 
joy in this book that he has become a 
one-man press agency for the diffusion 
of that message. Priests and religious 
will find solid doctrine and delightful 
spiritual reading. But the book can 
and should have a much wider useful- 
ness among the numberless incurably ill, 
whether Catholic or not. To Catholics, 
this book, read in a spirit of faith, will 
bring comfort straight from God; to 
those who have not been blessed with 
the gift of faith, it can, if read in a 
spirit of honest inquiry, be God’s means 
of planting the seed of faith. Those 
without faith, and knowingly suffering 
from an incurable disease, desperately 
need the assurance that suffering can 
have a meaning, that their sufferings 
can be useful. Father Raymond has 
given us a book which the Holy Spirit 
may be pleased to use for His own 
honor and glory and the ineffable hope 
of many suffering souls. 

LAWRENCE G. Crappock, O.F.M. 


A Word on Recent Publications 


Christians in a Changing World. By 
Dennis J. Geaney, O.S.A. There is no 
the rapid changing 
going on about us today. The question 
Christian to see the 
unalterable truths of religion in the 
unavoidable glare of our times? The 
author of this refreshing book con- 
cerns himself with the plight of the 
layman and offers valuable insights 


question about 


is: how is the 


into how best the informed laity may 
achieve the demands of their vocation. 
Fides Publishers, Chicago 19, IIl., 180 
pp., $3.95. 
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Hominum Variis. By Petrus Lumbre- 
ras, O.P. Two volumes in the series of 
commentaries by a distinguished Do- 
minican scholar and theologian, follow- 
ing closely the Summa Theol. of St. 
Thomas. “Angelicum,” Rome, 198 pp.; 
224 pp. 


Joy in the Faith. By Auguste Valen- 
sin, S.J. A series of nearly two hundred 
brief and pointed meditations on a vast 
variety of subjects. The quality of 
spontaneity is very evident throughout 
as is the theme of Christian joy even in 
this world. It is translated from the 
French, having enjoyed a tremendous 
popularity in France and selling over 
50,000 copies there. Desclée Co., New 
York, 435 pp., $4.00. 


A Practical Formulary in Accordance 
with the Code of Canon Law. By Rev. 
Stanley Pietrzyk. This is the second 
revised edition of a most practical book 
for anyone in parochial, chancery or 
religious community administration. 
Very many of the forms are given both 
in English and in Latin, and the forms 
themselves are preceded by brief ex- 
planations of the purpose, conditions, 
etc., of the particular form employed. 
Officium Libri Catholici, Via del Vac- 
caro, 5, Rome, paperbound, 278 pp. 


The Little Breviary. This contains, 
in simplified form, all the offices of the 
Roman breviary. It has the approval 
of the Holy See and was praised by the 
late Holy Father. For communities of 
sisters and perhaps others who are per- 
mitted to use the vernacular for their 
divine office, the book will serve ad- 
mirably to furnish, in substance, the 
same prayer book as the official Latin 
breviary. It makes extensive use of 
Msgr. Knox’s translations. The plan of 
the canonical hours is rigorously ob- 
served, except that Matins always has 
only one nocturn, consisting of three 
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psalms with their antiphons and three 
lessons. Priests may well find it help- 
ful in some respects as well, especially 
in the matter of the second nocturn 
saints’ biographies. The Newman 
Press, Westminster, Md., 1691 pp. + 
[245]. 


God Speaks. Edited by Bernard 
Murehland, C.8.C. A rather striking 
effort to rethink the truths of the Faith 
in terms appealing to the needs of 
modern man. Examines revelation and 
central doctrines of Christianity with 
considerable profundity. Stimulating; 
not for dilettantes. Fides Publishers, 
Notre Dame, Ind., 250 pp., $3.95. 


Flame of White. <A life of Saint Pius 
X by William Hunermann. This is 
written with evident fidelity to the his- 
torical facts of the life and work of the 
saint, but in a style that approximates 
a novel. This should make it enjoyable 
reading for those who find the cus- 
tomary strict hagiographies a bit de- 
manding. Especially good for older 
youths. Franciscan Herald Press, 
Chicago, Ill., 269 pp., $4.50. 


A Manual of Dogmatic Theology. 
A complete and careful translation of 
the Brevior Synopsis—‘Baby Tank” 
of Ad. Tanquerey. It offers a basic 
course in Dogmatic Theology for edu- 
cated Catholic laity as well as for 
priests who desire to have an accurate 
and sufficiently complete survey of all 
dogmatic theology. Desclée Co., New 
York, two volumes, 436 pp.; 462 pp., 
$9.75 the set. 

The Light of the World. By Bene- 
dict Baur, O.S.B. The third volume— 
time after Pentecost—in the series of 
liturgical meditations. The author 
offers seeds for mental prayer in the 
frame of the missal and breviary offices. 
B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis, Mo., 
495 pp., $5.95. 
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Look—the Madonna is Weeping. 
H. Jongen, S8.M.M., translated by 
Francis P. White, S.M.M. This is a 
study of the phenomenon of the statue 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
which shed copious tears for four days 
in 1953 at Syracuse, Sicily. 


By 


Cardinal 
tuffini, among others, has led pilgrim- 
ages to the spot, and the prelate has 
approved plans for a magnificent sanc- 
tuary to honor the miracle. Montfort 
Publications, Bay Shore, N. Y., 158 
pp., $3.00. 


What Is a Priest? 
cuyer, C.S.P. 


By Joseph Lé- 
This is volume 53 (21st 
in order of publication) in the 
Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of 
Catholicism. It studies the chief his- 
torical and doctrinal aspects of the 
Catholic priesthood, and the 
various stages of promotion within the 
Church’s hierarchical ministry. 
cially valuable is the final chapter on 
the priesthood of the faithful. Haw- 
thorn Books, N. Y., 125 pp., $2.95. 


shows 


Espe- 


Saint Paul and His Message. By 
Amédée Brunot, 8.C.J. This is vol- 
ume 70 (22nd in order of publication) 
of above-mentioned this 
time well known in the country. This 
work considers the evolving life and 
work of the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
and examines the central theses of Paul 
as revealed in his Epistles. Hawthorn 
Books, N. Y., 140 pp., $2.95. (These 
books are considerably less in_ price 


series—by 


within the series. ) 


The Good God. By L. Garriguet. A 
theological essay on the infinite merey 
of God. Sets forth reason for Chris- 
ian confidence even amid human weak- 
ness. Association of Marian Helpers, 
Stockbridge, Mass., 181 pp., $2.25. 


The Twenty Ecumenical Councils of 


the Catholic Church. By Clement 


| 


Raab, O.F.M. One-by-one, this book 
takes the councils, from Niczxa (325) 
through the Vatican (1869-1870), and 
shows the chief aims of the respective 
foregatherings, together with a sum- 
mary of the decisions of their sessions. 
It is a reprint of an earlier work, but 
at time and 
should prove helpful in considering the 
spirit and goals of the projected council 
ordered by John XXIII. The Newman 
Press, Westminster, Md., 226 pp., $3.50. 


it comes an opportune 


De Deo Creante et Elevante. By 
Thomas Muldoon, 8.T.D. This is the 
third volume in the author’s series on 
dogmatic theology, used in the faculty 
of theology at the seminary of Sydney, 
Australia. A clear and quite complete 
manual statement of the matters to be 
expected in such a work, it divides it- 
self into three major tracts: creation; 
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divine government; elevation and fall 
of man. Catholic Book Agency, Rome, 
418 pp. 


Theologia Fundamentalis. By 
Iragui-Abarzuza, O.F.M.Cap. Volume 
I of the series. Up-to-date, authorita- 
tive and lucid manual. Has been very 
favorably received by seminaries 
throughout the world. Mechanical ar- 
rangement is attractive, and the Latin 
is simple. Ediciones Studium, Madrid, 
637 pp., $3.80. 


De Verbo Incarnato, De B.M.V., De 
Gratia Christi et de Virtutibus Infusis. 
By Iragui-Abarzuza, O.F.M.Cap. Vol- 
ume III of above series. Also current 
in its source references and sufficiently 
complete (without being exhausting) to 
serve as a manual for theology classes 
in this country. Good for side refer- 
ence also. Ediciones Studium, Madrid, 
651 pp., $3.80. 


Life in the City of God. By Rene 
Carpentier, S.J. This is a species of 
catechism of the religious vows and is 
in the tradition of the famous work of 
Father Cotel. But it is more doctrinal 
and up-to-date. It is honored by a 
foreword by Father Larraona, Secre- 
tary of the 8. Cong. Relig., who recom- 
mends it. A careful analysis of the 
import of the vowed life in relation to 
every Christian’s vocation: perfection. 
Translation by John Joyce, S.J. Ben- 
ziger Bros., Ine., N.Y., 192 pp., $3.75. 


Prayers from Theology. By Ro- 
mano Guardini. This slim volume con- 
tains more than two score prayers with 
a deep theological content. The style 
is the familiar one of Guardini and it 
is stated that these prayers were orig- 
inally said in church with the congrega- 
tion. Herder & Herder, N.Y. 


A1pAN M. Carr, O.F.M.Conv. 











EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 


By Paul Siwek, S.J. 


Teachers of Psychology and Philosophy know Father Paul Siwek’s work in the 
field of Experimental Psychology—but in other languages. 

Now, for the first time, Siwek is available to you and your students in English— 
but not in translation from any of his other works. Siwek has himself expressly 
written Experimental Psychology as a new up-to-the-minute work to be used as a text- 
book in our colleges and seminaries. 


Your Opportunity 

This coming school year teachers of Experimental Psychology will be able to place 
ra _— Experimental Psychology in the hands of all their students as course 
text . 

Teachers of Philosophical Psychology will be able to make Siwek—in English— 
required supplementary reading. 

College and seminary librarians will be able to stock copies of this great scholar’s 
new Experimental Psychology for all students, teachers, and counsellors. 


Our Claim 
We make this claim and we feel safe in so doing: No book in the English language, 
dealing with the field of experimental psychology, can match the clarity, the author- 
ity, the comprehensiveness, the timeliness of Siwek’s Experimental Psychology. 


The Book 

There are 598 pages in the text proper. Consider merely the chapter headings. 
Psychological Methods Association of Images Speech 
Sensation Pleasantness and Habit 
Specific Nerve Energy and Unpleasantness The Ego, or Self 

Cortical Localization Tendencies Consciousness 

: ‘ . . Character 
Psychometrics The Passions G 

zs f raphology 
Perception The Emotions Deenms 
Imagery The Will Hypnosis 
The Intellect Attention Psychopathology 
Memory Action Parapsychology 
The Author 


Every teacher of Experimental Psychology and Philosophy 
knows Father Siwek and his work. Some have studied his work 
in Latin, others in French and Spanish (maybe some in this 
country have read him in Polish or Portuguese). Others still 
may have studied under him in the United States, or Rome, or 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Writings: Apart from writings for professional journals, 
American and otherwise, Father Siwek has written numerous 
books on philosophy and psychology; two in Latin; seven in 
French; five in Polish; five in Portuguese; three in Spanish. 
Of the four works he has published in Engish, only Experimental 
Psychology was written by Father Siwek for use as a formal text in colleges and 
seminaries. 

Teaching: Faculty of Philosophy, University of Cracow, 1929-31; Professor of 
Philosophy and Psychology, Gregorian University, 1931-1940; Professor of Phi- 
losophy and Psychology, Catholic University, Rio de Janeiro, 1941-46; Professor of 
Philosophy, Fordham University, 1949-1958; currently lecturing throughout Europe 
from headquarters at the University of Paris. Price: $6.50 


Order Now for the Fall Semester 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC. 53 PARK PLACE NEW YORK 8,N. Y. 
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Paut Siwex, S.J. 














Where Lurks the Dan ger? 


Aesop tells the fable of a deer, blind in one eye, that went to graze by a 
river bank. It turned its good eye landwards, on the watch for the approach of hunters, 
but left its bad eye turned to the river side, a quarter from which it expected no danger. 
Some men boating along the stream saw the deer and shot it down. As the creature lay 
dying, it thought: “Unlucky that I am! I was on my guard against an attack which I 
knew might come from the land, but the river, from which I thought no danger threat- 
ened, has proved more deadly yet.” 

On July 1, the Soviet Exhibition of Science, Technology, and Culture opened in 
New York’s Coliseum. The purpose of the show is to acquaint America with Russia’s 
enormous strides in its relentless march toward a Red Utopia: “An introduction to the 
tempestuous advance of the Soviet Union,” boasts the official guidebook. Purring silk- 
ily, Nikita Khrushchev blessed the opening with this heartening message: “May com- 
petition in producing means of destruction be replaced by competition in producing ma- 
terial benefits and accumulating spiritual values.” 

Western Christian democracy’s danger is put into sharp focus by the foxy words 
of Stalin’s heir. Like Aesop’s unwary deer, we may indeed keep a w eather eye on Com- 
munism’s military and economic progress and meet its threat, but fail to heed the graver 
risk involved if we ourselves embrace Communism’s precious “spirtual value”—techno- 
logical humanism. It is historically true that men, eager to eradicate an evil, have—if 
their own roots withered—degenerated into the very evil they longed to overcome. 

Said the Catholic Bishop of Shrewsbury: “Far greater than the danger of any 
atom bomb is the danger that when our stockpiling is complete and technologists are 
two a penny . . . we shall suddenly find that the rats have been burrowing and there 
is nothing to defend; that we have the same materialism as Soviet Russia, only in a 
more decadent form.” 

The Communists have this advantage: they are candidly materialistic. They 
aren't kidding themselves one bit about their goal: a world-order built on closed nat- 
ural causality. Declares the guidebook: “The many vivid and striking exhibits here 
introduce the visitor to Socialist culture, literature, and arts, the fundamental features of 
which are deep-rooted humanism and faith in a happier future for mankind.” They are 
blasting ahead full throttle on both levels: expansion in material wealth and realization 
of their spiritual values. 

Western society, although basically aware of the worth of its Christian spiritual val- 
ues, runs the risk of jettisoning them by substituting “having it good” for the good life 
itself. Vance Packard, in The Status Seekers, draws a devastating picture of America’s 
preoccupation with material symbols of success in lieu of real 
achievement. 

The so-called cultural exchanges between the U.S.S.R. and 
the U.S.A. may providentially serve to remind Americans that, for 
ferocity, no enemy of man’s humanity can compete with a false 
humanism. 


AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. 
Associate Editor 








anu 





NEED MONEY? 


tor a 


CHURCH %& SCHOOL *& COLLEGE %& HOSPITAL 
DIOCESAN APPEAL & RECTORY %& CONVENT 
SEMINARY 5% MOTHERHOUSE & HIGH SCHOOL 
DEBT OR MORTGAGE REDUCTION % 


INCREASED ORDINARY INCOME 


Let Foley Associates ... 
exclusively a Catholic 
fund-raising organization . .. 
assist you 









Foley Associates Inc. is a nationwide, Catholic firm of professional fund raisers. At 
no obligation we survey the problem, analyze the potential, and recommend the goal. 

We plan and direct the campaign, and then follow up for maximum realization. 
We operate strictly on a fee basis, not percentage, and our fee is based on the time 
and manpower expended. There are no contingencies. 


What Priests and Catholic Laymen are Saying About Foley Associates... 


“This was the first drive that has been a 
rewarding and enjoyable experience through- 
out... A committee for any new drive could 
be organized from the group that worked on 
the St. James drive on five minutes’ notice, 
so long as it was to be conducted by Foley 
Associates.” 
Goal: $225,000 
Result: $336,000 


Robert D. McAuliffe, Chairman 
St. James Parish, Syracuse, N.Y. 


“We sincerely believe that the outstanding 
success of this campaign, in the number and 
amount of pledges far exceeding our most 
sanguine hopes, was due in large measure to 
your direction.” 


Goal: $250,000 
Result: $374,403 


Rt. Rev. Richard K. Burns, Pastor 
St. Thomas, Rochester, N.Y. 


TYPICAL F/A CAMPAIGNS 


Goal Results 


St. Gilbert's, Grayslake, II. $200,000 $225,565 


St. Robert's, Milwaukee, Wis..... 350,000 465,000 
St. Margaret Mary, Milwaukee 300,000 415,466 
Catholie High School, Appleton... 600,000 1,351,654 
St. Mary’s, Corning, N.Y..... 200,000 301,065 
St. Thomas, Rochester, N.Y... 250,000 374,403 


Goal Results 
St. Margaret Mary, Orlando, Fla.. $200,000 $205,461 


Cathedral H.S. (Addition) 


St. Cloud, Minn. 750,000 931,000 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception, Syracuse, N.Y 300,000 353,932 
St. Anthony of Padua, Utica, N.Y. 230,000 248,194 
Holy Cross, Dover, Del. 100,000 145,000 


For further information at no obligation, write or phone collect 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: PROFESSIONAL BLDG ROCHESTER 4 


312 E. Wisconsin, Milwaukee e 3617 S. W. 23 Court, Ft. Lauderdale, Fia 








LUX 
DOMINI 

An 8-Day light of 
pure olive oil and 


beeswax blend. 


MISSA BRAND 
ALTAR BRAND 
PARAFFIN SANCTOLITE 


@ Metallic foil seals identify the contents 
and provide protection against dust and 
other contamination. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


Established 1855 


Purveyors fo the Vatican by Appointment 


Branches: Boston New York 











Made with Unfailing Regard 
for Their Sacred Purpose 
in the Church 





SANCTOLITES 
by Will & Baumer 






Superior in performance and quality, the Lux 
Domini Sanctolite conforms to the letter and 
spirit of Canon 1271. It is made of finest quality 
pure olive oil and selected and tested grades of 
100 per cent pure beeswax. Each light burns a 
full eight days. 





Other Will & Baumer 8-Day Sanctuary Lights: 


MISSA — 6624% pure beeswax and 3313% other waxes. 


ALTAR — 51% pure beeswax, balance of other waxes. 
8-DAY PARAFFIN — Blended entirely of selected, re- 


fined paraffin waxes. 





The Complete Line of Will & Baumer 8-Day 
Sanctuary Lights Provides These 
Important Advantages 


Clear, steady flame with high visibility for eight 
full days. Bottle-shaped containers fit standard 
sanctuary lamps, are quick and easy to replace 
and light. Remain fresh in storage. Will & 
Baumer Sanctuary Lights fit liturgical prescrip- 
tion or diocesan requirements and are suited in 
every way to the purpose for which they are 
made. And there is a light tailored to the eco- 
nomic realities of every parish. 


We invite you to select your Sanctuary Lights from 
the Will & Baumer complete Sanctuary Light Line. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 


Chicago Los Angeles Montreal 











